Here Comes Santa! 

by

Eyes Right

Washington, DC   -  As Christmas approaches, the majority of the U.S. Congress has taken steps to get ahead of Santa Claus.  After some hand-wringing, but not much, they voted to hand out as many freebies to as many voters as humanly possible.  The only problem is the same one which has been plaguing our country for decades:  we do not have the money to pay for these gifts.  In fact, we are essentially broke.

Where to start?  How about giving the Republicans what they wanted by keeping tax rates for everyone at existing levels rather than having them revert to higher levels of previous years?  Or maybe the continuation of current low estate tax levels? But the Democrats did their part by push8ing for gifts to millions in the form of a 13 month extension of unemployment benefits.  Together the cost was nearly $1 trillion,  ($1,000,000,000,000), or a bit over $3000 for each living American!  
The arguments for each of these expenditures make total sense – if you have the money to pay for it.  We don’t.  We have been spending profligate amounts in a nearly continuous pattern for the past 50 years.  We are currently conducting two wars on the opposite side of the world with no apparent end in sight.  We have social welfare programs, such as Medicare and Social Security, which will require the expenditure of trillions more into the foreseeable future – more money that the U.S. does not have.  
And, just to put an emphatic exclamation point on this insane spending binge, Congress, just before adjourning for the Christmas holidays, gallantly and compassionately passed the “James Zagroda 9/11 Health and Compensation Act.”  This “compromise” bill awards $4.3 billion to somewhere between 70,000 and 110,000 (no one knows the exact number for sure) first responders to the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  The “compromise” was lowering the cash award from $7.4 billion to $4.3 billion and reducing the length of coverage from 10 years to 6.  The bill was pushed by the Trial Lawyers Association which stands to collect nearly half a billion for their services to the victims.  There are few meaningful provisions in the bill to determine exactly who a “first responder” to 9/11 happens to be; of the 100,000 or so of those thought to be in the recipient group, at least 20 are from Wyoming, which, the last time I checked, was about 2000 miles west of NYC.   The circumstances surrounding the death of the fellow for whom the act is named, James Zagroda, are also rather murky.  What is certain is that he is dead.  What is less clear is the cause of his death, and whether it had anything to do with his role in 9/11.  Proponents of the bill claim that he died of lung cancer due to carcinogens which he inhaled during 9/11.  The medical examiners found that he had died of an overdose of prescription drugs.  So, without any substantive hearings to determine at least a few facts, the U.S. taxpayers are forced to fund yet another massive “feel good” expenditure – once again with money which we do not have.  
All of this chicanery took place during a “lame duck” Congress, that is, during the two month period between the national elections in November and the swearing-in of the new Congress in January.    Many of those Congressmen and Senators voting were either defeated for office in November or had decided to retire, thus having, as the saying goes, no dog in the fight.  Yet they chose to hand out billions with the knowledge that they will, come January, absolutely no responsibility for their actions.  The term “lame duck” originated in England in the 1700’s to denote brokers who had defaulted on debts;  the term was based on the analogy of an injured duck which cannot keep up with the flock and is a target for predators.  In our case, I would suggest that we should drop the “duck” and just call this type of Congress “LAME” and leave the duck out of this mess.
Sooner or later (continuing the fowl references) we are certain to have these financial chickens come home to roost.  Apparently our only reaction to unbelievable levels of debt is to borrow more and more so that we can continue to spend more and more – with virtually no hope to pay back these vast sums.  Pretty lame, I would say.
I thought you might like to know.
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