
He Touched Me!!
by
Eyes Right 
Springfield, VA – Although I was a classroom teacher and a coach in public high schools in Virginia for 25 years, I never had this accusation leveled against me.   However, I remain endangered.  At any time in the future, a former student or athlete, male or female, can make such a charge.   

We are now in a realm in which reality has no apparent boundaries.  Perhaps I should say “non-reality” because there is virtually no way to distinguish between the two.  Suppose a woman (or man) who is now 35 years of age, decides, for whatever reason, to make a report that her teacher, Ralph Jones, touched her inappropriately when that person was a 15 year old student in Mr. Jones’ class.  The alleged action, according the former student, took place after class when Mr. Jones was providing assistance on a math problem.  The exact date, according to the former student, is unclear, but it was “sometime in the spring of my sophomore year.”  The student says that she was embarrassed and did not tell anyone at the time because she was concerned that the potential academic and social consequences would harm her.  What she remembers vividly is that Mr. Jones placed his hand on her buttocks.
Put yourself in Jones’ position.  He is now retired, has had no prior accusations, no police record, no anything untoward.   His reality is that he is now assumed to be a sexual predator.  There is nothing he can say or do to address the charge, other than to vehemently deny that any such action took place.   He barely remembers the student, if at all.  Yet in today’s #MeToo environment Jones is essentially assumed to be the guilty perpetrator.  No amount of denials will change the situation.  Jones may not be charged with an offense, nor face a trial, but his personal reputation will be permanently destroyed.  Even friends will view him in a different, probably more critical, light.  He is essentially damaged goods.
In less than a year since the explosion of the #MeToo movement, millions of American women have reported that at some time in their past they have been victims of some form of sexual abuse and/or harassment.  Millions others worldwide have embraced the hashtag and tweeted their own stories.  The phase “Me Too” had its origins in 2006 when a social activist, Tarana Burke, coined the term in response to a young girl who had confided to her about being sexually assaulted.  Interestingly, the twitter hashtag did not take off until 11 years later when actress Alyssa Milano encouraged women to use it following widespread accusations by actresses of sexual abuse by Producer Harvey Weinstein.  Although Ms. Milano was not one of the women abused (or raped) by Weinstein, her goal was to encourage women to come forward to demonstrate how widespread these actions have been against women.
As the #MeToo movement gained momentum, discussions quickly developed as to how such situations (as the one I hypothesized) should be handled.  Several attorneys and “ethicists” opined that the lesser person in the power dynamic involved should automatically be presumed to be telling the truth.  In Jones case I hypothesized, this line of reasoning means that Jones, the teacher, is the power individual and that the student is the underling (or whatever term applies) with the student’s accusations being assumed to be reality.
This train of thought frightens me.   Having had daily interactions with so many students and athletes, I feel as if I am tiptoeing through a reputation minefield, not knowing when the fatal explosion will occur.  It particularly bothers me that young teachers and coaches (female or male) entering their professions now must face this uncertainty – for the rest of their lives.  There is no time limit, no statute of limitations.  Obviously other professions are also at risk, but the threat to the teaching profession is close to home for me.  I do not know the correct answer, or if there is one. 

I thought you might like to know.
E-R

