Guns Galore
by

Eyes Right

Arlington, VA   -  So many movies, so many guns.  No matter whether life mimics art, or the converse, I am becoming increasingly disappointed by what appears to be a trend in motion pictures to include senseless murders committed with guns.  To make matters worse, the killings are depicted in grisly detail including brains being splattered, blood everywhere, and no apparent sense of remorse or accountability.

The latest movie of this category which I have seen is a British product, In Bruges.  The plot, such as it is, consists of an Irish hit man who has accidentally murdered a young boy in church while in the process of conducting a bloody hit on a priest in a confessional.  I suppose that this was the most outrageous conceit that the writer/director could concoct to shock the viewer.  The hit man, played by Colin Farrell, is sent to the Belgian town of Bruges to “cool off” with an older hit man/companion.  Apparently the memory of gunning down an innocent child bothers the Irishman, but not so much that he is unwilling to kill again.  That is what he does for a living.
In the course of the film, several more brutal murders are depicted, each in gory detail.  Murder after murder is committed with no remorse, and guns are the weapon of choice.  What’s worse is the fact that these “gore flicks” are being praised by many critics.  For example, the noted Chicago Sun Times critic, Roger Ebert, gave In Bruges  4 (out of 4) stars due to it being “an endlessly surprising, very dark human comedy, with a plot that cannot be seen, but only relished.”  Apparently social consciousness is no longer (if it has ever been) a criteria of merit.
Other recent critically acclaimed motion pictures are equally full of gore.  Two of the contenders for this year’s Oscar awards were There Will Be Blood [no elaboration necessary] and No Country for Old Men, which consists of a continuous series of bloody murders, each shown in unimaginable detail.  
The impact of this orgy of violence is difficult to directly assess, but continuous exposure to any activity presented as normal tends to normalize that behavior.  If our society sees nothing other than films showing one gunning down another, with no consequence, with no remorse, with none of the real world agony that follows just one murder, much less 20 or more in the course of a two hour show, then our minds begin to accept this as both normal and acceptable.  Is it any wonder that our youngsters are toting guns and using them on others at such an alarming pace?  Is it a surprise that we are experiencing such a surge of college campus shootings?  Can we be shocked when a random individual walks into a mall or a place of business and starts shooting whichever innocent bystanders happen to be in the path of the bullets which are flying?

Obviously, all motion pictures do not have to be in the Mary Poppins vein, but as a society it may be time to reward those movie makers who do not titillate us with continuous violence, who do excite us with meaningful drama, who do play to our nobler instincts.  Until then, we will continue to decline further into a cesspool of unimaginable incivility.

I thought you might like to know.
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