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Washington, DC – I want to tell you about some of the local reaction to John Connally’s recent speeches.  The former governor of Texas, Democrat-turned-Republican, and announced presidential candidate, did something in a speech before the Washington Press Club that few big-time politicians rarely do :  he talked in specifics.
In rather straight-forward language, he outlined a plan for stability in the Middle East along with a guarantee for steady flow of oil to the United States.  He also proposed a strengthening of our armed forces stationed there to ensure free movement of oil tankers and to provide a military shield for American interests in the Middle East.

Most speeches by politicians around here draw yawns, but Mr. Connally’s remarks received a lot of attention.  A steady stream of letters to the editor has appeared in local newspapers, and many lunch time conversations touch on the pros and cons of his proposals.  It would be fairly accurate to report that most of the Jewish are strongly opposed to the plan, if only because one of the provisions would allow self-government for the Palestinians.  Not surprisingly, the local Arab community approves of most of the ideas in the plan.
Since several people in the oil industry are predicting major shortages of gasoline again next spring.  It may not be a bad idea to start looking for ways to guarantee our oil supplies.  Those who are waiting for the Department of Energy to bail us out should be advised to buy a bicycle and to start chopping firewood right now. At least Mr. Connolly has started a fresh dialogue.

I thought you might like to know.
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