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Springfield, VA– Our neighborhood here in northern Virginia is decidedly suburbia for the Washington, D.C. area.  Most of the homes here were built in the late 1970’s and are typical 3–4-bedroom structures of about 2000 ft2 with two-car garages.   Many of the original owners worked for the government or for contractors doing government work.  There were also several mid-grade military families.  The ethnicities were mostly Caucasian and Asian.  
In the 40 years since, the homes have mostly remained in very good condition, with only a few exceptions.  Judging by recent sales, it is still a favored location for new residents.   The public schools have a good reputation (not necessarily earned or even valid) and the neighborhood is exceptionally safe.  We now have a much more varied collection of skin colors among our residents with considerably more East Asians and Blacks than earlier.  Basically, it is a microcosm of middle-class America in 2021.   The lawns are all maintained, there are at least 2 cars in every household, and the sidewalks always have plenty of walkers….and dogs.
I mention all of this because I sense that one change, not necessarily significant, but noticeable, is the absence of garage bands.  When I first moved here in the early 1980’s it was difficult on a summer evening not to walk around the neighborhood without hearing at least one set of youngsters playing musical instruments in a garage with the door open.  Now I had not seen one in years, until last week.  This sighting was not, however, a group of teens, but four geezers (such as moi) apparently trying to recreate their youth.  There were three guitars and one set of drums….the resulting sound did not cause me to rush up to them offering to be their agent.  Still, I smiled, if only because these fellows (they were all apparently male – you have to add that adverb these days) appeared to be having a blast.

As I reflected on this moment while continuing to my home, I realized that I have not seen any youngsters doing the garage band thing in at least a decade.   As a matter of fact, when I googled garage band, most of the “hits” were for GarageBand, an Apple product which allows users to create music (or podcasts) electronically.  Originally introduced in 2004, it has gone through multiple upgrades and is now at least at GarageBand 10.2.  On a broader note, I sense that not nearly as many youngsters (male or female) are now trying to learn how to play a musical instrument.  I do know many Asian families here who insist that their children learn to play the piano or a stringed instrument (don’t get me started on the argument as to whether the piano is a stringed or a percussion instrument – I have had lengthy discussions on this with my Physics students over the years).  However, few ,if any, of the children in our neighborhood now play any musical instrument.   I also suspect that the past year or more of COVID has taken a further toil on school musical programs – I am guessing that it has been challenging, at best, for school band directors or orchestra leaders to do much via Zoom.  
I am also guessing that many American youngsters now prefer to play video games or engage in other forms of online entertainment than to face the challenging discipline of learning how to play a musical instrument.  I have not been in a public school classroom seeing 150 students daily in nearly a decade, so I have not had a large sample size to quiz, but among the 7 home-schooled youngsters I recently taught, none played an instrument.  

Are we going to be facing a shortfall of professional musicians in the coming years?  Even worse, are garage bands becoming extinct?    I certainly hope not….a future without some new Bill and Ted’s Wyld Stallyns is not to my liking!
 I thought you might like to know.
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