Gap Year
by

Eyes Right

Raleigh, NC – While on my way here, I received a call on my cell phone from a former student.  He wanted a recommendation letter in order to attend an overseas college.   Because he had just graduated from high school only two weeks ago, I was curious why he was now in the process of applying to universities.   That should have been done last fall.  He was going to apply, he explained, this coming fall for entrance in the fall of the coming year (2012).  

I immediately asked, “Well, what will you be doing for a year when everyone else is already in college?”

“I’m taking a gap year,” was his response.

Now for those of you not familiar with the current mindset of many of our youth, a “gap year” is one in which a student stops her/his education to pursue “other interests.”  Often these other interests involve travel.  In the case of the young man to whom I was speaking, the travel will be to China, and then, possibly other places.  
I have heard the same “gap” term used by graduating college students who, upon graduation, for one reason or other, opt to “take a year off” before attempting to enter the work force or to pursue post-graduate education.  For most, the initial intention is to limit the gap to one year, but some actually plan to postpone starting a career for several years.
My experience on these “gaps” has been that, almost always, someone other than the student is footing the bill for the gap.  This is, of course, not a new phenomenon, as the idle rich have long had children enjoying such perks since the beginning of wealth.  Think royalty, think Kennedys, think heiresses. 
But what is new is that there now appears to be many non-filthy-rich families who are apparently tolerant of such lifestyles for their children.  The rationale seems to be that because the job market for graduates is less than robust, this would be a good time for the youngster to see the world, or to gain “real-life” experience, because they will be “unable to obtain a good job and would be just hanging around home anyway.” [a direct quote from a neighbor in this situation].  
Really???  Please!   Send that 20-something out on the street to find a job – any job.  Mow lawns, flip burgers, work for a moving company, scoop ice cream…..each of these options would constitute honest work in which that youngster can gain some actual, guaranteed “real life experience” and, concurrently, ingest some very serious motivation to find a better job in line with their skill set.

When we were traveling in Canada a few years ago, we met a woman who was walking her dog, an Australian cattle dog, which looked very much like our recently deceased dog, Sydney.  As we talked to her, she explained that her dog was very “food motivated.”  I would like to assure the parents of these gap year children that their youngsters are not unlike that Canadian dog.  If you do not feed them, they will soon find a way to feed themselves.  You are not helping them with this “gift” of an all-expense paid year-long vacation – you are more likely creating a dependent sloth of an off-spring who will be returning to the same trough many times in the future.  The choice is yours.  Really!
I thought you might like to know.
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