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Spokane, WA -  On a recent flight here from Seattle, I happened to be seated next to a young man from California who was coming to Spokane to visit Gonzaga University.  He was a senior in high school and had been accepted for admission at both Gonzaga and at the University of California at Santa Cruz.  His intent was to pursue a degree in engineering.

He was a pleasant youngster who seemed bright and engaging.  I do not know which school became his final choice, but what was apparent was that he came from a well-off family who had opted to send him to an expensive private school for his high school education.  His parents were with him on the plane, and his mother, an Asian-American native of Hawaii, explained to me that they had wanted their son to receive a better education than was available in California public schools.

I found the discussion to be interesting, because I learned, among other things, that the course selection in his high school was far less broad or challenging than in the public high school in Virginia where I teach.  For example, no Advanced Placement (AP) university level courses in science were offered at his private school, as opposed to 5 at our school.  I also learned that most of his teachers were young with little teaching experience, and that in his opinion, most did not mandate a serious learning environment in the classroom.  Obviously, in spite of this background, he had scored sufficiently well on his college admission exams to be offered a seat at two universities.  Nonetheless, his experiences did provide an anecdotal insight into the state of private and public education in California.

I happened to tour the Gonzaga campus the following day myself.  It was a very cold, snowy day in early April.  The grounds were rather dreary and there were not many students scurrying about.  My overall impression, however, was that it was certainly a more than acceptable place to earn a degree.  The mood seemed academic, and the students we did meet were friendly and helpful.  The on-campus museum, the Jundt Art Museum, was superb.
In order to make my own comparison between Gonzaga and US Santa Cruz, I went online to check out the California campus.  I found that it had an enrollment of just over 15,000 students and offered a wide variety of majors.  What struck me as interesting was that the web site bragged that it has offered admission to 16, 135 students out of a pool of 25, 341 applicants, a rate of 63.7%.  The bragging was based on the fact that the “admit rate” had declined nearly 10% since the previous year, suggesting that admission had become more selective.  Hidden below this information was the statement that the university expected to actually enroll only 3600 of the 16,000+ to whom it had offered admission.  It would appear that UC Santa Cruz is not the university of choice for most who are offered admission, because more than 75% turn them down.

Another interesting fact on the UC Santa Cruz web site was its use of the term “underrepresented ethnic groups” in its racial breakdown of admitted students. Apparently there are now so many Asians at the school that they are no longer counted in minority groups.  Also the university uses another politically correct phrase, “Chicanos and Latinos,” in referring to ethnic groupings,  Not being certain exactly what a “Chicano” is these days [not too long ago it was somewhat derogatory], I investigated online to learn that is now a preferred term – at least on a California campus - to refer to those with Mexican heritage (whether or not the citizenship is legal).
May 1 is the date by which the young man on the plane must make his decision.  My vote would be to get out of California as fast as possible and become a Gonzaga Bulldog.
I thought you might like to know.
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