Fast Food Fast
by
Eyes Right 
Tidewater, VA – Virginia Beach likes to advertise itself as “America’s largest resort city.”  In terms of municipal size this claim may be correct, but, in fact, the actual beach area is relatively small – the rest of the city is pure suburbia.
The main function of Virginia Beach is to serve as a bedroom community for the vast military complex spread around the Hampton Roads/Chesapeake Bay region.  Not only are the headquarters of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet located here, but each branch of the armed forces has at least one major facility situated in the general vicinity.  Since many service personnel are required to move frequently, and since there is also a large population of young consumers, there has been a considerable market for fast food entrepreneurs.

There seems to be at least one fast food restaurant on each side of the street in every block on main thoroughfares.  Not only are the major national chains, such as McDonalds and Burger King, well represented, there is also a plethora of lesser known chains, and also several local shops.  The resultant topography is a seemingly endless series of predictable modules consisting of three elements:  a housing development (all single-family, 3-4 bedroom homes), a shopping center with accompanying gas station(s), and a cluster of fast food restaurants.

Lately I have noticed that many of these fast food places are virtually empty of customers, even during prime meal hours.  Apparently many Americans have been squeezed sufficiently by inflation to realize that 45 cents is a rather high tariff for either a handful of fries or a small plastic cup of soda.

It will not be surprising if many of the fast food restaurants in Tidewater go under during the coming months.  In spite of the efforts of the advertising moguls in New York, an increasing number of Americans addicted to junk food are being forced by economic reality to go cold turkey (so to speak).

I thought you might like to know.
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