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Loudoun County, VA – What public sector job do you know where you can haul in $375,000 a year?  Well, step right up, and submit your application to be the next Chief Executive of the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority.  If selected, you will be making just $25,000/year less than the President of the United States, but close to double the salary of the Vice-President.  It is a lovely gig.
Currently there is quite an ongoing brouhaha over who should receive this job.  The selection process is the responsibility of a 13-member regional board, with the members appointed by the President and the governments of Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC, although both of the airports are located here in Virginia.  In addition to managing the two airports, the Authority is responsible for directing the construction of a 23-mile extension of the Metrorail (subway system) from its current western-most stop in Virginia to Dulles airport, here in Loudoun County.   The money involved in this construction project is projected to be at least $6.6 billion, in addition to the annual $1.9 billion budget to run the airports.  It is a big job, but so is running most major cities. Just running nearby Fairfax County (VA) requires an annual budget of nearly $3.5 billion, and the Chief Executive makes less than $200 K a year.
The flap over who should be the new Executive of the Airport Authority is embroiled in politics and race.  The leading candidate for the position is Nathaniel P. Ford, Sr.  Mr. Ford is currently the chief of the Municipal Transportation Agency for San Francisco.  Previously, he was the head of the transit agency in Atlanta.  While he was in the Atlanta job, he obtained his bachelor’s degree there at Mercer College. It is not clear what the degree is in.  What is clear is that Mr. Ford has had some rather serious personal financial issues.  He has had at least $75,000 in liens filed against him by the IRS and the state of California for unpaid taxes, both federal and state – in spite of having an annual salary out there of just over $300,000!  He also has a history in Atlanta and San Francisco of throwing lavish parties with government funds and using government credit cards for his own use.  
A search firm hired by the Airports Authority to review and evaluate candidates for the Chief Executive position had sifted through over 100 resumes and had narrowed the candidates to four, including Mr. Ford. Apparently, the search firm somehow failed to uncover the negative information about Mr. Ford, but still pocketed a large fee for their work.  When some of the members of the Airports Authority board became aware of this new information, they questioned Mr. Ford’s credentials to be the leader of an agency involving large sums of money.  Their questions have been met with charges of racism by the three African American members of the Board [Ford is black].  
Faced with the need to move ahead with the selection process (there is currently an interim manager who has been a caretaker for the past year since the incumbent retired after 14 years on the job), the Airports Authority Board interviewed the remaining 4 candidates and held a straw vote to allow the board to extend an offer.  Amazingly, four of the 13 board members were not present for the vote and, instead, gave their proxies to others on the board to vote for them.  One board member, a fellow named Mamadi Diane, did not participate in any of the interviews, and, even more amazingly, has attended ONLY ONE board meeting in the past three years. He is allegedly holed up in a hotel room in Ivory Coast due to his involvement in national politics there.  His gave his vote for Mr. Ford to the fellow who raised the race issue.  Mr. Ford then won the straw vote by a 7-6 vote.
Two of Virginia’s congressmen, one Republican and one Democrat, have each asked various components of the Federal government to look into this entirely sordid affair – particularly since most of the money for these airports and the Metrorail extension have come from federal coffers funded by U.S. taxpayers.  Stay tuned …. but I would not want to wager against Ford.
I thought you might like to know.
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