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Newark, NJ – Schoolchildren in this fading East Coast city continue to achieve lower scores each year on reading tests.  High school graduates here are now reading below ninth-grade levels and performance on the SAT’s (Scholastic Aptitude Tests) continue to decline.
Such education problems in public schools are not restricted to Newark, nor to the East Coast.  An entire generation of young Americans has been defrauded on their education.  Collectively we have failed to nurture our most important national asset, our youngsters.  For at least the past 15 years we have more often than not substituted anarchy for discipline and standards in many classrooms.  The results have been, and will continue to be, profound in terms of decreased national competitiveness, missed opportunities, and a lesser quality of life for many Americans.

Current Navy recruits, for example, read so poorly that all training manuals for basic technical skills are prepared to be read at the ninth-grade reading level.  Still, many of the top recruits selected for advanced electronic training programs must be diverted to remedial reading and arithmetic courses to raise their proficiency to ninth-grade levels!  One can only imagine the type of training which the lower quality recruits must receive to become productive sailors on our modern ships.
The answer to this disturbing trend is not the new Department of Education which will be headed by a Ms. Shirley Hufstedler.  Professional education bureaucrats in Washington quietly stood by for years while danger signs of a failing public education system flashed around them.  Most education “experts” at the “old” Department of Health, Education and Welfare generated excuses and trendy explanations for declining national SAT scores.  They chose to make neither an objective evaluation, nor suggest a cure for this cancer.

The only effective solution for Newark or any other city beset with a failing school system is an angry outcry by those most intimately involved - namely the parents and citizens of that community.  Until each of us feel a personal responsibility to demand a quality product from our schools, we will be condemned to further mediocrity and ignorance.  The education of American children is too important to be left to the whims of educators and bureaucrats.

I thought you might like to know.
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