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Washington, D.C. – I have no idea what took place in events which occurred decades ago in the personal life of Judge Brett Kavanaugh, President Donald Trump’s nominee for the open seat on the U.S. Supreme Court.  And I am very doubtful that anyone can conclusively prove, or disprove, the serious allegations which have recently been launched against him.
In the week prior to the scheduled U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee vote as to whether to send Kavanaugh’s name to the full senate for confirmation, it became known that a female professor in California, Christine Blasey Ford, had come forward to accuse Kavanaugh of pinning her down on a bed, attempting to remove her clothing, and then covering her mouth with his hand to keep her from yelling for help – over 30 years ago while both were in  high school.  It is a serious charge.  Unfortunately, there has been no evidence provided of such an assault or Kavanaugh’s involvement other than ex-post-facto conversations Professor Ford had many years later with family members and a therapist.  Judge Kavanaugh vehemently denies the accusation.  Subsequently at least two other women have come forward with accusations of sexual misconduct in the past by Kavanaugh, but in each of these cases, there has been a similar lack of evidence.  Kavanaugh has also denied any knowledge of, or personal involvement in, each of the latest accusations, and there have been at least six prior FBI background investigations of his life which uncovered no evidence of wrongdoing.  In view of the charged political climate surrounding Kavanaugh’s nomination to the Supreme Court where his voice and decisions may cement a conservative majority for years to come, there is suspicion that political opponents of the President may be involved in the emergence of these 11th hour accusations in a crass maneuver to delay his appointment beyond the upcoming election.  Equally suspicious is the fact that at least one U.S. senator had knowledge of Ford’s accusation two months prior to springing it on colleagues (and the press) after the committee hearing had concluded.  The timing disrupted the planned vote by the committee on sending the nomination forward to the entire senate for an up or down vote on Kavanaugh’s confirmation.  After a week of partisan fighting on the committee, both Professor Ford and Judge Kavanaugh were given an opportunity to state their case before the committee on national (and international) television.  Nothing was settled by their testimony; no one other than the principals actually knows the truth.
Rather than dwell on attempting to sort out, with any level of certainty, what actually did take place in these “he said, she said” incidents, to me the key issue is broader and that is, are we as a nation prepared to dismiss due process, specifically the presumption of innocence, in matters of accusations of one person against another?  Several female friends have argued to me that it is a woman’s right to be believed when she alleges that some level of sexual malice has occurred against her. I am not sure where such a policy leaves an accused in terms of options.  You can issue a vehement denial, but if the woman is to be automatically believed, strictly based only on her statement and her gender, it would appear that you are guilty, de facto, unless you can somehow produce irrefutable evidence that you were in no way involved in the alleged action.  In the case of Kavanaugh and Ford, there has been no supporting evidence – in fact, just the opposite, as none of the three others alleged by Ford to have been present at the time of the sexual assault support her assertions.
The implications are serious.  If such a “she says; therefore, he is guilty” climate becomes the accepted norm, how can anyone be safe from wrongful accusations?  As a retired classroom teacher, such a development hits very close to home.  I began high school classroom teaching immediately after retiring from the Navy in the summer of 1985, over 30 years ago.  What am I to do now if a former student from that era suddenly emerges with an allegation that I inappropriately touched him/her at that time?  I would have no credible defense if my right to a fair hearing has been eroded by the Kavanaugh case.  
If this precedent stands, anyone will be able to accuse anyone – including you - of any inappropriate or illegal act, with you being assumed guilty. Perhaps even worse for our nation, it seems that if the political stakes are sufficiently high, the ends now justify any means of achieving those ends.  Even if the supporters of the accuser know that the accusations are false, but result in the destruction of the candidate for the position or office, it is, in their opinion, the morally correct action to take.  In other words, if the “greater good” is to ensure that there is no permanent conservative (or liberal) majority on the Supreme Court, then any action taken to prevent this is not only justified, but is to be lauded.   If a good man (or woman) is personally destroyed (along with his family), it is simply collateral damage, regrettable perhaps, but absolutely necessary to achieve the desired political outcome.
Several opponents of Judge Kavanaugh have vehemently asked me why a person such as Professor Ford would come forward with accusations knowing that she (and her family) will be subject to attack, both verbal and possibly physical.  (Ford and Kavanaugh have both reported death threats against them and their families).  I do not presume to know Professor Ford’s  motives, but it is certain that no matter the outcome, in terms of a career move, she will be lionized, worshipped, and taken care of for life by her political supporters.  I do not offer this opinion lightly, but as a matter of fact based on the post-Clarence Thomas career of his accuser, Anita Hill.  What happens to Judge Kavanaugh and his family is less certain in view of the fact that he will be forever deemed “guilty.”
In the larger context, what happens to our nation should be the concern.  This is a critical moment as to how we will proceed in the years ahead to resolve conflicting claims.  I sincerely pray that the presumption of innocence and due process will not be casualties of this political battle.  Final thought:  how would you feel in this climate if a false accusation was leveled against you?
I thought that you might like to know.
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