Empty on Energy
by

Eyes Right

Topsail Island, NC  – My younger daughter recently purchased a new pickup – a red Nissan Frontier.  She wanted to replace her 1993 Honda Accord which had 220,000 miles on it. Why a truck for a suburbanite?  It is  not a question a father asks.
The truck is advertised to get about 20 miles to the gallon.  Assuming that it is also driven 220,000 miles before being sold or discarded (she sold the Honda for $2150), the Nissan will consume 11,000 gallons of gasoline.  And that, boys and girls, is what I would like to discuss today.

The world is in the midst of an incredible orgy of energy consumption.  We are totally hooked.  This morning, just since getting up to the sounds of our electric alarm clock, we have each taken a very pleasant warm shower, used our electric toothbrushes in a well-lit bathroom, plugged in our automatic coffee maker, took some sausage and eggs from the refrigerator and cooked them on the stove, popped some bread into the toaster, and turned on the radio to hear the news and weather. 

Multiply those actions by billions all over the world, and you begin to understand the dependence we have on energy.  This fascination is no longer exclusively American.  I have lived in Europe, traveled to each continent, and my older daughter is currently stationed in Japan – and everywhere people are now on the same energy path.  Humans have learned to love the convenience provided by labor-saving devices, whether it be transportation in gasoline powered vehicles or the daily use of literally billions fo electric appliances.
As we drove here to the beach from our home in Northern Virginia, I was struck by the sheer volume of traffic.  It was essentially a 400 mile steady stream of cars, trucks, and busses, each consuming gallons of gas hourly.  We stopped overnight in Cary, North Carolina, and at the malls and throughout the city at each intersection, there were hundreds of cars.  Multiply this be all the cities, all the intersections, all the malls in just the United States, and one begins to wonder where all this gasoline comes from.

The more important question, of course, is how long can this last?  Not much longer, really, if one understands that the rest of the world is also on this same energy binge.  There is only so much oil beneath us, and all too soon, we will look back and reminisce about “the Petroleum Age.”

So what to do?  Forget the moralists who make a living exhorting us to stop our gasoline gluttony.  These phonies then go home to their own energy-consuming habits.  Instead, we need now to start serious consideration of new sources of energy, not only for transportation, but also for our daily living.  We might want to start by taking another look at the seas around us.  The daily tides rising and falling along these beaches, the wave power crashing ashore, - each of these natural forces can generate incredible quantities of electrical energy if only we have the will to figure out how to harness it.  So let’s get started!

I thought you might like to know.
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