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Goblin Valley State Park, UT– What I have learned from hiking in the southeastern section of Utah is to expect the unexpected.  Nowhere has this been more evident than here in this state park in the Molly's Castle region about 20 miles north of Hanksville.  We had headed north on State Route 24 until we spotted the turn off to the west to the San Rafael Swell - a geologic uplifting of the Earth millions of years ago.  Not too far down this paved road, you take a left to the entry to Goblin Valley.  The young park ranger at the entrance was a hired hand - it was a summer job.  He told me that in the fall he heads to Florida or "some place warmer" for another part-time gig.  The entrance fee was $10 a car.  I had no idea what we would see here.  The answer soon became obvious.
The entire area ahead is covered with wildly different stone shapes molded over millions of years.  These "goblins" - so named because they do appear very spooky - are made of Entrada sandstone, which arguably is not stone, but rather solidified mud from an ancient tidal flat.  This region was, geologists assert, near an ancient sea which ebbed and flowed with tidal actions and immense sand dunes.  Mathematical principles prevailed as the sharp edges which had been originally formed began to erode due to their inherently greater surface-to-volume ratios than the flatter faces.   When these edges were pelted by centuries of rain and wind, this valley of spherical-shaped “goblins” was produced. Interestingly, although the goblins are spectacular attractions, due to the remoteness of this desert region, it was not until 1922 that Goblin Valley was “discovered” by local cowboys who were searching for an alternative path between the cities of Green River to the north and Hanksville to the south.  It was originally called Mushroom Valley due to the shape of many of the goblins.  In the 1950's word spread about the unique and fascinating features of the valley, so the state stepped in to designate the area Goblin Valley State Park in order to reduce the inevitable vandalism.  
Today visitors are free to roam anywhere in the valley and to walk, hike, and climb among these interesting shapes.  There are photo opportunities in every direction.  If vistors were still using film cameras, they would go through tens of rolls of film within an hour.  Now, with smart phones everywhere, everyone I saw was are seen taking selfies and scores of other photos every few seconds.  The scenery, in the red colors of the sand, is different than Bryce Canyon, which is famous for its hoodoos.  These are different shapes.  The entire floor of the land stretching out from the park overlook is covered with mushroom shaped objects ranging in height from 5 to 50 feet; to many onlookers the shapes resemble gnomes.  The surrounding hills are similarly sculpted with protrusions every few feet reaching hundreds of feet toward the clear skies above.  
What is remarkable is that there is consensus among geologists that the deposits which have been shaped so strangely were laid over 170 million years ago.  Most of us have difficulty imagining such a lengthy period of time. Human history, as we know it, evolved much later than this.  Although there is considerable speculation about different forms of early human development, there is some evidence of a form of the genus "Homo" which inhabited Earth 2.8 million years ago.  Multiply that by 60 and you get a feel for when this erosion process began here on this sandy ground.  We believe that Homo sapiens, the ancestors of "modern humans" were not here until perhaps 100,000 years ago, or 1700 modern eras compared to this valley.
As we walked through the goblins, we had occasion to meet many other visitors.  Some had come from overseas, but I happened to meet two ladies from my home state of Kentucky, Leslie and Nancy.  They were equally fascinated by the goblins and the beauty of the area.  I learned that both were in their early 50's and were postal employees from the Winchester area.   As we talked, I realized that these two women would be perfect fits for the two lead female characters, Lexi and Pastor Leah, in a novel I have recently written and am shopping to a Hollywood producer.  Although I am certain that, if lightning is captured in a bottle and the novel becomes a movie, neither lady will be casted (they are not actresses!), they will remain my favorites for the role.  Maybe the goblins got to me???
I thought you might like to know.
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