Dangerous Drought
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Suffolk, VA – Much of the East Coast is in the midst of a potentially serious drought.  New Jersey, for example, has been placed under mandatory water conservation rules.  Many wells in Connecticut and Rhode Island have gone dry.  Here in eastern Virginia, homeowners are allotted 100 gallons a day until the water shortage eases.

The problem is that there have been no drenching rains along the eastern seaboard north of South Carolina throughout the entire summer and early fall.  No hurricanes came up the coast this year, and most low pressure systems from the west have been weak and relatively dry.

In spite of an abundance of danger signals, most citizens throughout the region remain unconcerned.  Voluntary conservation measures have been generally ineffective because the vast majority of people sense no clear and present danger.  Most politicians have been untypically mute on the subject.  However, as the potential crisis looms closer, there have been some remedies proposed.

New York City, which has ample supplies of water from upper New York state) began to sell water to New Jersey via hoses through the traffic tunnels and over bridges.  This offer did not last too long before it was withdrawn when New York realized that its own supplies were not so ample.  Here in the Tidewater region of Virginia a regional fight has developed because the city of Suffolk has denied the city of Norfolk permission to drill new wells on land owned by Norfolk in Suffolk.  It will take an estimated three months to drill the wells, but Norfolk has only 80-some days of water remaining.  Yet Suffolk has continued to delay requests and has just lately scheduled a public hearing on the issue.
The Governor, a fellow named Dalton, finally tired of this parochial fighting and declared an emergency which directed that drilling begin immediately.

All of this bickering underscores the fragility of modern American society.  In spite of a highly technological economy, we remain as dependent as ever on natural events beyond our control.

I thought you might like to know.
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