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Leesburg, VA   -   The huge outlet mall here began business at midnight on “Black Friday” this year.  It was a quite the happening, as the stores were swarmed by consumers eager to snatch up discounts for the forthcoming holiday season.  There were few places to park in the equally huge parking lot surrounding the mall.  Apparently, all that turkey did little to diminish the appetite of Americans to consume.
I thought that I should check out this frenzy for myself closer to home.  So I dutifully arose at 4 AM, hopped into my pickup and headed for our local Best Buy.  It was having a 5 AM to 11 AM “super sale” during which customers could walk away with, among other bargains, a laptop computer for only $299.00.  There were other advertised bargains in each department, but each carried the caveat that sales at the very low prices were limited to stock on hand.  In the case of the laptops, there were 15.

The first sign of trouble was the large number of cars on the road at 4:30 AM.  The second sign was the long line at the stop light to turn onto the street where the Best Buy is located.  The third was the totally full parking lot.  I had to park at the Home Depot about a block away.  The fourth, and deadliest, sign was THE LINE.  It stretched from the front doors to the end of the strip mall and then around to the back where it reversed itself and came back to the front.  
I talked to one of the dozen or so security guards present about the situation.  Apparently many customers had camped in front of the store overnight.  One had arrived at noon and had his Thanksgiving dinner with his family sitting on the sidewalk in front of the Best Buy.  Ah, the Pilgrims would have been proud!

Another fellow made a real error in judgment.  He had been in the line since 3 PM the previous day and had brought a lawn chair so that he could sit during the wait.  A few minutes before the 5 AM opening, he asked a fellow “waiter” to hold his place while he took the lawn chair to his car.  When he returned a few minutes later, the security guards would not allow him to re-assume his place in the line, notwithstanding all the other folks in the line who vouched for him.  Shopping can often be very cruel.

I decided not to join the 2500 folks in the line (that was the police estimate), as the chances of Best Buy actually having any sales item by the time I entered the store were extremely remote.  So I returned home, went back to bed, and then drove back to Leesburg to see if the lot was still full by mid-afternoon.  It was.  However, I did eventually find a parking place after dropping off my wife and two daughters.   This is, of course, one of a male’s worst nightmares:  three of his women loose at a mall on Black Friday with credit cards and good walking shoes.
After reading in the car for a few hours, I decided to try the mall myself.  In the Rockport shoe store, I talked to one of the salespersons who had been working since midnight.  It was now 4 PM, so you do the math on how long this fellow had been on shift.  There was a long line outside the Coach store with a security guard allowing only one woman at a time to enter as one left (it was all women in the line).  Apparently the lure of 20% off –even if all the items in the store are ridiculously overpriced to begin with – does not deter the aggressive shopper.

Bottom line:  the U.S. economy is doing just fine.

I thought you might like to know.

E-R

