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Washington, D.C. - The adage "elections have consequences" is about to become very apparent to many Americans, particularly those who did not support, or vote for, Donald J. Trump for President of the United States.  During the primary election process and during campaign speeches leading up to the general election, Mr. Trump did not attempt to hide his plans for what he wanted to do if elected.  Now, in the first week of his Presidency, he is taking immediate steps to implement those promises.
His supporters are almost giddy that they finally have someone who is interested in correcting their grievances.  His opponents are flabbergasted that (1) he is the actual President of the United States, and (2) how can he possibly doing so much to dismantle so much good so fast??   It is very early in this new administration (only 6 days, of which just 3 have been actual working days), but there has been far more drama already than I can recall in any past administration’s first month.
First the giddy group.  They are rejoicing that this Trump fellow is actually doing so much to match his campaign promises.  None of the previous Republican Presidential winners in recent memory (both Bushes, and even Reagan) have accomplished so much so fast – at least in terms of erasing policies of the outgoing administration.  And I suspect that the next several weeks will bring even more red meat decisions to stoke joy in the heart of Trump voters.  The seminal event will possibly be when President Trump announces his nominee to fill the existing vacancy on the Supreme Court.  Presumably it will again be someone whose nomination matches the rhetoric of Trump’s campaign, namely a person who favors a strict interpretation of the Constitution.  This nomination will absolutely drive Trump-haters crazy, if only because Republicans steadfastly refused to even hold confirmation hearings on the nominee of President Obama, much less fill the vacancy.   The Republicans were betting, against all odds, that somehow Hillary Clinton would not be elected, ensuring that one of their own would become the new President who could choose a far more conservative candidate.  Mrs. Clinton obliged by running an ineffective campaign which failed to recognize Electoral College politics, thus thrusting Donald Trump into the Presidency.

In nearly every policy area in which President Obama had bypassed Congress by signing Executive Orders implementing rules favorable to his agenda, President Trump has quickly responded in his first days in office by writing new orders cancelling those of Obama.  In addition, not only has Trump written new rules immediately implementing programs long sought by the right, but he has also given cause for further salivation by conservatives that even “better ones” are in the making.  Of course, writing a new regulation and implementing it are not necessarily the same.  There remain countless government bureaucrats and opposition attorneys dedicated to slowing things down greatly, if not killing them.  However, overall, most conservatives I speak to are very happy with Trump’s first week.  In the words of one, “I think that I have died and gone to heaven.”
The other group, the liberal crowd, is either in denial that this has happened, and has happened so quickly, or they are so enraged that they cannot talk coherently.  They are vowing to fight President Trump at every opportunity and to do as much as possible to de-legitimize his election.  In spite of their constant sniping, both in print and visual media (of which they control most), they watch in horror daily as Trump not only signs order after order, but mocks them in doing so.  How can this idiot/charlatan/con man/loser/(fill in your own cruel descriptor) possibly be doing so much of this damage so fast????

So many changes have been happening so fast that many pundits are using the Gulf War mantra “Shock and Awe” to describe Trump’s first week.   It is not an inaccurate descriptor.  The Democrats are in shock and the Republicans are in awe – at least most of them on both sides can be so described. The hundreds of thousands of women who marched here in Washington in opposition the day after Trump’s inauguration could only scream verbal insults peppered with profanities to express their displeasure at what they sensed would come from the new administration.  In the days afterwards, pockets of protestors remain, but many of the women who marched appear to be left with little other than the satisfaction that they were there and had participated, much as if they had been to a really great rock concert that was now fading from memory.  If these women did have any lasting impact, it is not yet apparent, other than conservatives using sound bites of their profanity to discredit them.

The overall lesson so far seems to be very simple:  elections, particularly Presidential elections, do have consequences…..BIG TIME!
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