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Florence, SC – Southern incumbent politicians have long enjoyed a reputation of electoral invincibility.  One elected, most congressmen (there are few women) and senators from the DEEP South have left office only when they chose to do so (or died) or to seek a higher office.
In recognition of this political fact of life, most southern states have enacted legislation to limit their Governors to one term or to prevent consecutive terms of office.  Without such legislation, many states would undoubtedly have permanent Chief Executives.  Considering the power of a governor to distribute patronage, the United States could well evolve into a series of personal fiefdoms controlled by entrenched elite unresponsive to public opinion or electoral ousting.

No such safety precautions exist for regulating legislators, on either the federal or state level.  However, because Congressional terms of office are only two years in length, there is probably good reason to allow an incumbent the opportunity to seek reelection, and to build his legislative expertise.

Still this freedom for U.S. legislators to seek consecutive terms of office does have potential dangers.  Nowhere is this more currently evident than in the ongoing scandal in South Carolina’s 6th Congressional district.  The incumbent, Rep. John Jenrette, Jr., has recently won the Democratic primary runoff for the Congressional seat he has held for the past six years.

Jenrette won, in spite of an amazing record of personal and business misconduct, culminating with his recent indictment by a Federal grand jury for accepting a $50,000 bribe in the notorious ABSCAM scandal.  Earlier this year Jenrette admitted that he was an alcoholic and spent six weeks in a treatment facility.
If such scoundrels as Jenrette can gain reelection to our Congress, the damage is more than a bad local joke – the entire nation suffers.  These men are supposedly running our federal government – yikes!

I thought you might like to know.
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