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Frijoles Canyon, NM – Thousands of years ago, this valley was the home to hunters and gatherers who lived in these canyons in what is now northern New Mexico.  Archeologists believe that these early inhabitants were “Pueblo People” who descended from even earlier groups who came to this region over 10,000 years ago.   
For centuries, the Pueblos have lived throughout the Southwest in areas which are now called New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and Utah.   It is not certain from where they originally came;  there are several theories, most involving migration from Asia via what is now Alaska.  What is certain is that, however they arrived here, these people were hardy individuals who found ways to survive in this difficult environment.
Most of this canyon is now part of Bandelier National Monument.  It is generally wilderness, but there is a Visitor Center and over 70 miles of hiking trails in its nearly 34,000 acres.  Its northern and eastern boundaries are adjacent to the Department of Energy Los Alamos National Laboratory - the extremely remote location chosen by the U.S. in 1943 to develop the world’s first atomic bomb.  In fact, the road to Bandelier from the east passes one of the current heavily-fenced Los Alamos facilities.
The main attractions of Bandelier are numerous archeological sites, many in short hiking distances from the Visitor Center.  The ancestral Pueblos who lived in small villages in this canyon were farmers who grew corn, beans, and squash in the valley near their homes.  There is evidence that they also ate several native plants and hunted deer, rabbits, other small mammals, and birds.   It is certain that cotton was cultivated because it was used to weave garments.  The Pueblo made winter garments by weaving yucca fiber with bird feathers and devised tools from animal bones and local stones.   These were clever people.  There is even evidence that they obtained other items through trade from as far away as Baja California and central Mexico.
Here in the park, there are ruins of hundreds of adobe “rooms” arranged in a large circle in the canyon valley near the stream.  This village, estimated to initially have had 40 rooms in the mid-1200’s, grew to over 400 individually-connected units over the next 300 years.  The village also had “cavates” excavated into the sheer cliffs on the east side of the canyon.  These caves were accessible by stairs carved into the cliffs and, apparently, by wooden ladders, which could be withdrawn.  Today there are concrete steps and ladders for visitors to access the caves.   I could find no information as to the social status of those in the caves above the housing below, but it would have been typical for defenders to live there where food and other important items were stored in locations difficult for attackers to access.   For unknown reasons, by 1600 the cliff-dwellers, and all those living below, moved on to villages to the south along the Rio Grande.  Not long after this, the Spanish arrived from Mexico, forever altering the lives of these early Pueblo ancestors.   There are no written records of the cliff dwellers, and the only information available is from archeological work and the oral traditions passed on from generation to the next by the Pueblo.
As I have stated in this forum many times previously, no one “owns” land.  It passes from one group to another, either by force, by natural forces mandating relocation, or simply the death of a civilization.  Hug your land -  if you have some.   Who knows who or what will be there just 100 years from now, much less a thousand!
I thought you might like to know.
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