Clear Air
by

Eyes Right

Chicago, IL   -  I spent some time here in Chicago’s Midway airport catching up on the latest scam affecting air travel while waiting for a delayed plane.  What it is is clear.  Actually, it is a Clear Card.
In case you have not heard the commercials on radio, or received a brochure outlining this new path to circumvent security lines at many U.S. airports, here is a primer.  First of all, get out your wallet and be prepared to shell out $128.  This is the charge to enroll for the first year.  The outfit running Clear gets $100 and the government’s Transportation Security Agency (TSA) receives a “vetting fee” of $28.  For this, you will receive a Clear card containing certain biometric information about you.  The Clear card (which takes a few weeks to process) will then allow you to skirt the long lines of other passengers waiting to pass through TSA security and to receive assistance from a Clear concierge who will guide you and your carry-on bag through a special TSA line.
The biometric information which will be gathered at a Clear office and stored is your fingerprint data and your iris image from your eye(s).  It is not clear, so to speak, if one, or both, eyes will be imaged during the data collection.  All of this information is stored on a transparent credit card sized piece of plastic in an embedded chip about the size of a fingernail.  The card does contain your name, but no other identifying information.  

Currently there are 17 airports equipped to process Clear customers.  All three of the major New York City airports are on the list, as are both Washington, DC airports, but many large cities with major hubs, such as Atlanta and Chicago, are not yet Clear designated.   There appears to be resistance in some quarters to having other airports become Clear members, because the Clear website provides its customers, and potential customers, information on whom to contact and what to say to lobby local authorities to allow Clear to operate at that airport.
Clear is a subsidiary of an outfit called Verified Identity Pass, Inc, which began operations in 2003 to, as their website proclaims, “take new measures to protect ourselves yet not destroy our way of life by strangling the free flow of people and commerce” in a post 9/11 era.  Cynics might argue that it is simply a way of making a buck by finding a way for the well-off to avoid the security hassles which the rest of us must endure.  The folks from Verified, Inc. like to think of it as simply providing the first branded consumer product in what they call “the voluntary identity credentialing industry.”  Please!
A few years ago I provided a minor rant on a similar issue, namely the ability of those who purchase first class tickets to bypass the long security lines at airports by proceeding directly to their own short line.  This abuse apparently still continues, and now the Clear customers will have their own special line, adding further insult to the vast majority who patiently endure long lines to be screened by security.  It would seem that security for airplane passengers is not something which should be avoided, or compromised, with cash, credit card, or Clear card., or any other privilege for sale.  

Queue jumping is queue jumping, no matter what spin this Verified Identity Corporation puts on it.  Where are our elected representatives on this abuse?  Maybe we should ask our Presidential candidates about their views on Clear. I would be surprised if they have been through the airport security maze recently, and it would be interesting to see them squirm as they search for an answer.  That much is Clear.
I thought you might like to know.
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