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Adelaide, South Australia – Most visitors to Australia arrive, as I did, at a city other than Adelaide.  This is a shame, because Adelaide is living testimony to civility.  It is a model of what the human condition can be, if only we could muster the necessary self-discipline and moral courage.
Adelaide is not paradise.  It is, however, an extraordinarily pleasant major city on the southern coast of Australia bordering the Indian Ocean.  It is the capital of the state of South Australia and has more restaurants per capita than any other Aussie city.  The weather is similar to the Mediterranean:  warm, dry summers and cool winters.  But no recitation of travel facts or weather information can capture the true charm of Adelaide.  You have to be here, to mingle, to observe, to enjoy.

There are roughly one million people who live in and around Adelaide.  Yet I saw no slums.  What visible poverty there is, as a local friend describes it, “is hidden behind rose bushes.”  The streets are safe, and violent crime is simply not a problem.  The busses are not covered with graffiti, and they run on time from the center of town to outlying suburbs.

Of course, not everyone or everything is nice.  There is a row of dives and strip joints along one street in the middle of the city.  But there is, above all, an underlying sense of basic human decency which is reflected in the interests and leisure pursuits of the citizens.  One favorite past time, for example is THE BARBECUE.  I say this because at nearly every chance throughout the summer Australian families here gather outside with friends and neighbors for Sunday afternoons of food and drink.   Americans might call such an event a pot-luck picnic, but to the Aussies, it is a barbecue.  The children run around and play amongst themselves while the adults relax and talk and eat and drink.  Beer flows at barbecues, but so does the camaraderie.  Therein lies the joy:  these people have tamed civilization, and it turns out to be a rather nice experience.

For the record, Adelaide has all the attractions of a major metropolitan city.  There are plenty of museums, art galleries, parks, pubs, sports, beaches and festivals.  Most prices are slightly higher than in the U.S.  Suburban homes are fully endowed with the latest appliances, and the yards are groomed to compete favorably with the best in American suburbia.  But these exterior views do not capture the true flavor.  The “real” Adelaide is throbbing with the pulse of its people – you have to feel it to understand.  Fortunately, I have had that opportunity.
I thought you might like to know.
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