City on Strike
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Eyes Right 
New York, NY – There is a special breed of insanity associated with New York City.  Citizens here must contend daily with problems which most fellow Americans never face.  As a result, New Yorkers seem to develop a form of mental toughness.  Confronting adversity is a way of life.
Some large group of public employees seems to always be on strike, or, at the minimum, be threatening to go on strike.  Recently the subway and bus drivers all walked out when their contract expired.  The mayor swore that he would not cave in to what he called “their exorbitant wage demands.”  He encouraged citizens to walk, bicycle, take a cab, or even hitchhike to work.  Special traffic rules were implemented.  For example, passenger cars had to have at least three occupants to enter the city on certain freeways.  Predictably, several teenagers made big money by renting themselves out as passengers for rich suburban executives in single passenger cars!  Everyone appeared to be very stoic, at first.  When two days of torrential rain hit the city at the end of the second week of the strike, many New Yorkers began to lose this stoicism causing the government to rapidly bow to most of the demands of the strikers.  Bus and subway service was quickly restored.  But, again predictably, all of the other municipal unions are now demanding similar 20 percent raises or they are going to go on strike.
In a city so dependent on public services, there is essentially no way that any government can hold out long against an organized strike.  Even the garbagemen in New York have considerable leverage, as they have so frequently proven.   The city quickly becomes a health hazard when there is no one to haul away the trash.  In fact, strikes by sanitation department employees are taken just as seriously by most citizens here as walkouts by police or firemen.

The result of union power is reflected not only in the higher prices which New Yorkers pay for everything, but also in the attitude and day-to-day problems of the average citizen.  He does not have time to worry about droughts, floods, or anything happening outside of New York.  He is far too busy being consumed with his own problems in the Big Apple.  Start spreading the news….

I thought you might like to know.
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