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New York, NY - World leaders routinely show up here to address the United Nations.  Sooner of later every American President gives an address to the General Assembly.  No matter which nation’s leader or representative is speaking, delegates from friendly nations applaud; opponents either sit with stone faces, or walk out in protest.
About a month ago one speaker invited to address the UN was welcomed by everyone with great expectations.  It was assumed that she would applaud actions taken to date and  list her thoughts on future action.  They were disappointed.  The speaker, a 16-year old girl from Sweden, Greta Thunberg, instead chose to lambast all nations at what is now the annual “United Nations Climate Change Conference” for what she regarded as grossly insufficient action on climate change.  She frequently punctuated her remarks with angry denunciations of “How dare you?”  In spite of, or perhaps because of, this rancorous beat down, she was rewarded by many observers with praise, and even in some quarters, adulation.
As a result of this speech and her previous efforts to bring about immediate dramatic action to address climate change (she had addressed the same conference last year), Ms. Thunberg, has become a darling of environmentalists and most of the left.  Just this week famed climate scientist, Leonardo DiCaprio (a.k.a, an actor), gushed about his meeting with the youngster in Hollywood, calling her “a leader of our time.”  He went on further to state that it was “an honor” to spend time with her and that “she and I have made a commitment to support one another, in hopes of securing a brighter future for our planet.”
Oh please!
It is unclear who has been using whom in this melodrama.  Ms. Thunberg began her climb to fame last year by skipping school to conduct frequent protests outside the Swedish Parliament.  Her actions begat copycats teens in Sweden resulting in student “strikes” in various locations both there and around the world.  She was quickly adopted by politicians in many countries seeking policy changes as a lever to manipulate youngsters to support their positions.  In return, Ms. Thunberg has been able to travel the world on someone else’s dime to rub elbows with leaders, heads-of-state (e.g., Trudeau in Canada when he was in a serious reelection fight), and a who’s who of movie stars.  She was apparently this year’s runner-up for the Nobel Peace prize.
My quarrel with Ms. Thunberg is not her current fame, but her choice of issues.  If she is genuinely worried about her future and that of Earth and its inhabitants, I would suggest that she tackle a more immediate, and far more worrisome, threat, namely a nuclear holocaust.  Due to her youth, Ms. Thunberg does not have the historical, or technical, understanding of how perilously close civilization, as we know it, is to annihilation.  Just this week Iran has publicly boasted (again) about its ability to process uranium to make a nuclear weapon.  Israel stands prepared to use its nuclear arsenal in retaliation to any missile launch from that state.  Both India and Pakistan have scores, if not hundreds, of nuclear weapons aimed at each other.  China, Russia, England, France and the U.S. all have significant stockpiles of these horrendous weapons - all ready to launch at short notice.   If some event triggers the release of even some of these devastating weapons, Ms. Thunberg and the rest of the world will see climate change and real human carnage far beyond anything remotely comprehensible.  In short, her priorities are akin to a teen in Kansas who cannot understand why adults are not concerned about the homeless when a major tornado is approaching which may eliminate the entire community. 
Ms. Thunberg may be surprised to learn that a lot of us adults do care deeply about the environment, both near-term and for the years ahead.  But there are also legitimate competing challenges, such as how to feed and shelter the millions who do not have the advantages enjoyed daily by Ms. Thunberg and most of the children (and adults) whom she inspires.  She was raised in a prominent, environmentally active Swedish family with all the perks and comforts of the good life. So do we cast aside the aspirations for a better life of those millions currently in poverty who can benefit mightily from currently available energy sources in order to make an affluent teen less worried about the future?
Here is my advice for Greta Thunberg:  leave the Hollywood crowd, go to Africa to assist the needy, and pray mightily that nuclear weapons do not take us all out.
I thought you might like to know.
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