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Montego Bay, Jamaica – The Caribbean Sea is by no means an American lake.  The exclusive sphere of influence previously enjoyed by the United States has been eroded.  The island chain stretching from Barbados in the east to Jamaica in the west is alive with change.  Islands which were stable colonial holdings only a few years ago are now independent nations seeking their own destiny.

Here in Jamaica recent national elections swept out the socialist regime of Prime Minister Michael Manley and installed an extremely conservative pro-American government under the leadership of Edward Seaga.  Prime Minister Seaga is a pragmatic economist whose initial actions have been able to draw Jamaica away from Manley’s Cuban connection and towards the U.S.  In fact, Seaga was the first foreign head of state to visit our own newly-elected President Reagan – a fact proudly proclaimed by the press throughout Jamaica.

Tourism to Jamaica was damaged severely by numerous outbreaks of violence during the recent elections.  Most hotels are now nearly empty.  The Jamaican tourist industry has chosen to write off the 1980-81 winter season as a total loss and to concentrate on a strong ad campaign promoting next year.  I can report that the weather and the beaches are sensational here in the heart of winter in the U.S. and that the Jamaicans that I met were overwhelmingly friendly.  Food is expensive on the island, but hotel accommodations are reasonably priced with plenty of local entertainment typically included.

Make no mistake.  Jamaica remains a very poor country.  Yet everyone I met seemed to be reasonably happy that the threat of communism had been turned back at the polls.  Other Caribbean nations (such as Grenada) have not been as fortunate.  It is only a matter of time until the U.S. must confront several communist neighbors to the south.
I thought you might like to know.
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