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North Charleston, SC – Like many larger cities around the U.S. North Charleston is complaining about a low count during the 1980 census.  The Census Bureau says that the city has a population of 47,000, but the mayor claims that the correct number is at least 65,000.  This argument is typical, although on a smaller scale, of similar battles in each part of America, particularly in larger cities with decaying inner cores.
Census statistics have always been subject to complaints and second guessing.  No one really knows how many people live in North Charleston, or Toledo, or The Bronx, but until recently the only genuine concern was legislative representation, at both state and national levels.

Now, however, big money is involved.  Due to federal revenue-sharing legislation, the amount of money received under government largesse is directly keyed to the population of a city or state.  More people translates to more federal bucks.  Thus, if the city of North Charleston can convince the Census Bureau that it has 65,000 residents instead of 47,000, the city can receive nearly 40 percent more federal revenue sharing funds.

You can imagine how this situation can get rapidly out of hand.  North Charleston, for example, is claiming credit for some 14,000 sailors assigned to ships homeported in the Charleston area, even though many of the ships are routinely deployed overseas.  Larger cities have been equally aggressive in their complaints.  The building which houses all the Census Bureau records in the Bronx mysteriously burned to the ground necessitating a New York City supervised account.  Guess how many additional New Yorkers were counted?

Congress could, of course, end all of this squabbling by terminating the entire revenue sharing shell game.  Unfortunately, the lame duck Congress just voted to continue this ridiculous program for three more years.  Surprised?
I thought you might like to know.
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