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Greenville, ME – American has a major political problem, and his name is Donald Trump.  Due to an insatiable desire to return to the Presidency, his presence diminishes the chances of any other Republican to gain traction to pose an alternative to Trump in 2024 to win the nomination. But the impact goes deeper, and sooner.
Republican chances to regain the House and the Senate should be extremely high heading into the Fall 2022 elections, if only based on electoral history.   The party of a sitting President almost always loses seats in the midterm elections following his ascendancy to the Presidency.  In the current political, economic (and now medical) climate, the Republican Party would appear to be well suited to pick up numerous House and Senate seats.  President Biden’s approval ratings are down based on a number of factors: the nearly universally panned method of his withdrawal from Afghanistan causing U.S. servicemen to be killed and Americans left behind; the resurgence of COVID killing millions of Americans; rising inflation and economic uncertainty; and the ongoing mess at the U.S. southern border - to name only a few potential Republican talking points.  Yet, as seen in the recent California recall election, all the Democrats have to do is to label every Republican candidate “just another clone of Trump” and they coast to victory.    The reason is obvious:  Trump is such a polarizing figure that his name alone drives the same coalition of suburban female voters and moderates to the polls in droves, in addition to every typically reliable Democrat voter.   Trump is so hated, loathed, and reviled with such intensity among so many that his presence will doom Republicans to permanent minority party status, no matter how much money, how many ads, how many whatever, is used leading up to the election.  So long as Donald Trump continues his egomaniacal drive to be a continuing presence in American politics, the Republican Party is toast.
But the damage goes far beyond the Republican Party.    Trump’s continuing participation in politics squelches meaningful debate on most issues.  His personality cult colors the fabric of every serious topic.  We cannot engage in serious - and necessary - discussion of opposing views if one side’s main argument is to “clean the swamp”  and the other’s is “we don’t want that man anywhere near the reins of government.”  We become intellectually locked into two opposing camps whose most prominent platform difference becomes Trump vs No Trump.  Classical liberal-conservative differences over the role and scope of government fade below the noise level created by booming harangues over this one man.   So long as Trump is in the political arena, there is no chance of elections being decided on issues.   This scenario, I would argue, is extremely damaging to our future as a democratic form of government.
So what to do?   At the moment, roughly 13 months before the 2022 elections, the ball appears to be mostly in Trump’s court.  To dream that he will voluntarily step aside from an active role in politics is fantasy.   What must happen is for him to be pushed out - and soon.  Like millions of other Americans, I voted for him, not once, but twice.  I rejoiced in his victory in 2016, and was saddened by his loss in 2020 (which was not stolen from him, as he continues to allege).  But it is now apparent that he is a fatally flawed candidate in terms of electability.  Senior Republicans, and every Republican who wants a continuing two-party system in the U.S., need to speak out NOW with the mantra, “Thanks, Mr. President, but go home and be quiet. Play a lot of golf.  Write your memoirs.  Do this for the sake of the nation you purport to love.”   To do so will require considerable political courage to face the wrath of Trumpinistas who will undoubtedly threaten to “primary” such Republicans.  Some will falter, but if there ever was a person who needs to be “cancelled,” it is Donald Trump.   The time has arrived to move on.
I thought you might like to know.
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