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Greenville, ME – I recently described the historical background of Critical Race Theory in the U.S. and how it has become a political flashpoint, particularly with respect to educating our youngsters.   One faction insists that to have a complete understanding of American history, it is vital to reimagine the founding of our nation through the lens of slavery.  According to this view, every subsequent event has carried forth this non-erasable stain of racism. To be a White American, is to be, consciously or subconsciously, a racist.  The intellectual Godfather of of Critical Race Theory (as he is often called), Derrick Bell, argued in his 1992 book, Faces at the Bottom of the Well, that 400 years of American history have changed nothing in the relationship between Whites and Blacks.  A year earlier in a panel discussion he stated that Blacks have made no progress since 1865.  Still Bell advocated “action,” while recognizing the futility of such. The underlying assumption is that until the structures of American society are ripped asunder and replaced by a more color-blind, “just” system, there will be no significant change.
Opponents, including several of color, argue that, although our founders were flawed men, they were not atypical of their era and created a system of government which allowed the U.S. to become a dominant, and successful, force in the world where millions, including Blacks, have risen from poverty to positions of power, including the Presidency itself under Barack Obama.  “Are there still problems?” they ask, while answering, “Of course….but name one society where there is more equal opportunity for success no matter what color, ethnicity, sexual preference, or whatever a person happens to be.”  They point to Bell himself as a perfect example.  After a stint in the AIr Force, he became an attorney in the Eisenhower Justice Department and ultimately the first Black professor at Harvard.
The challenge, I would suggest, is to correctly integrate CRT concepts into the American educational system.   History books have long had their own history of focusing on leaders and key events which have preceded us, while ignoring the contributions of “serfs” (a generic term for everyone rowing the ship of state).   It goes without saying that in every society since societies began wealth and power tends to generate more of each, and that the descendants of “winners” have distinct advantages compared to their peers, no matter the skin color. The Scholastic Achievement Tests (SAT’s) are an excellent example.   Wealthy, well-educated parents, White, Black, Asian gladly pay for prep courses for their children who then, in general, score higher on the college admission exams and gain admission to the top schools….and the cycle continues.  So we do need to recognize that we as a nation, just like essentially every other nation, has a history of “inherent injustices.”  But what we do not need is education materials which indoctrinate our children that our nation is fatally flawed, that racism will inevitably continue to weave the future fabric of our society, and that nothing can be done other than to tear down the current “racist” system and replace it with some form of utopia.  
So….teach our children (and ourselves) that the beginning of our “noble experiment” was not so noble, but also stress that, however flawed, America has produced, and continues to produce, significant gains for all races, genders, sexual preferences and ethnicities.  We also need to acknowledge that relatively recent immigrants, whether Asian, East Asian, African, or Hispanic have achieved incredible success in less than three generations in America at the same time that many Black Americans continue to struggle in spite of  numerous affirmative action programs;  this fact cannot be easily dismissed.   “Racism” goes only so far until it becomes a straw man argument to cover for other issues affecting the lack of success of some members of the Black community.  We cannot simply present a nihilist view to our children (and again, ourselves) that American society is necessarily doomed due to inherent, irreversible racism….so much so that all existing societal structures must be abolished.
Can a civilized discussion about these issues happen?   I hope so, but I am not optimistic.
I thought you might like to know.
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