
COVID Road Trip
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Eyes Right 
Greenville, SC – In spite of uncertainties associated with travel during this third month of COVID-19, we opted to drive from our winter home in northern Virginia to the Carolinas to visit family.  What I found was a curious mix of government and citizen responses to the ongoing pandemic.
South Carolina had the least restrictions.  Face masks were not mandatory, and daily life seemed to be approaching some form of normality.  Gas prices were low here, and strangely uniform.  Interestingly, I saw no price other than $1.799/gal anywhere from Greenville to the North Carolina border.  COVID cases were reported to be on the rise in some areas of the state, but no new restrictions were being imposed.
North Carolina had tighter COVID regulations, and more masks were being worn, but were not mandatory.   Restaurants were open for outdoor seating (with appropriate spacing) and some were allowing limited indoor seating.  Gyms and bars were not open due to the orders of the governor, much to the consternation of many residents who cannot understand the distinction between drinking beverages whether in restaurants or bars.  Most of the families I talked to indicated that they were still more comfortable using take-out rather than eating inside or outside restaurants.  At a pool party I attended in a relative’s backyard, no one wore masks, but all the adults maintained social distancing by sitting or standing apart while talking.  The children had no such qualms, and played together in close proximity to each other.  To them (and apparently their parents) there was no COVID threat.
Our visit to southeastern Virginia was brief, but I saw considerably more face masks in stores.  The governor had recently mandated that everyone wear masks when inside businesses and most stores were attempting to enforce the policy.  As I was waiting to return an item to a Home Depot, a fellow who appeared to be in his 40’s walked in with a teenager.  Neither was wearing a face mask.  A store employee, a middle-aged black woman, stopped the man by yelling, “Excuse me, sir, but face masks are required in here.”   He turned and glared at her.  She continued, “You just walked past two large signs stating our policy…it’s the law.”  His glare hardened, as he responded, “ I ain’t got no mask,” and turned to continue into the store, but stopped when the employee said, “ Sir, we have complimentary masks if you forgot yours.”  The man went back to her and literally snatched the two masks from the employee, gave one to his son (who put it on), and then proceeded into the Home Depot without ever putting his mask on.  As far as I know, no one was sent after him to escort him out of the store.  I kept thinking about this scofflaw as I was driving home up I-95 until my entire mood changed for the better when I saw that good ole Exit 104 had gas for the ridiculously low price of $1.599/gal.  Score!
Back home in Fairfax County, Virginia I noticed that wearing face masks in public places had become standard.  I have seen no one ignore the rules.  Here large supermarkets and “big box stores” have an employee at the entrance counting how many customers are inside at one given time, and restricting entrance once that number has been reached.  I did not see this procedure anywhere else during our trip.  It is my understanding that limitations on the number of customers in stores will be eased within the next two weeks throughout Virginia, although the governor has given our county the option of maintaining stricter rules.  I suspect that the local politicians are hoping not to have to do such, if only to protect their political livelihoods.
What I found most interesting about this road trip was how much noticeably faster vehicles were being driven on the interstates.  Drivers were also far more aggressive, as if the lesser number of cars on the road had given them a carte blanche to lose all inhibitions.  Because I saw no police on the roads during this 1200 mile expedition, I wondered if the ongoing cries of police brutality had dampened their willingness to stop speeders or even become involved in traffic enforcement.. If this is what life in America without police enforcing laws is to become, I can assure you that you may want to minimize your time on interstate highways.
We really need a vaccine….STAT!
I thought you might like to know.
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