Bio Battle 
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Creedmoor, NC   -  Most of the homes along this section of NC 50 are modest units built many years ago when Creedmoor was almost exclusively a farming community.  It is currently on the edge of development moving northward from Raleigh.  The latest subdivisions are still about 10 miles to the south, but the trend appears inevitable.
Although the homes are very different, there is one common thread:  a sign in each front yard saying “No Bio Lab.”  Some of the signs include the universal symbol for poison (a skull and crossbones), but all are in red.  There are no signs saying, “We want the bio lab,” or “Bring on the lab,” or “Labs mean jobs.”  

So what is this all about??  It certainly is not obvious from the signage, which translated loosely seems to be “We don’t want no stinking bio lab.”  Talking to a few locals and then checking the national news reveals that the “lab” in dispute is the National Bio- and Agro-Defense Facility.  It is currently located on 24 acres on Plum Island, a remote island about 100 miles northeast of New York City in Long Island Sound.  The government would like to replace this aging facility due to concerns about operating a lab accessible only by ferry or helicopter and re-locate it to a mainland site.  One of the sites under consideration is Butner, NC, just a few miles north of here.
The main focus of the lab is to study dangerous animal diseases, primarily foot-and-mouth disease, which, if an outbreak were to occur in the U.S., could lead not only to massive economic losses in the cattle, pig, and sheep herds, but also – at least according to a simulated government exercise, riots in the streets and anarchy.  Other animal diseases to be studied in the lab will be African swine fever, Japanese encephalitis, Rift Valley fever and the Hendra and Nipah viruses [I have no idea what these are, but they certainly sound bad!]
The issue here in North Carolina is the usual NIMBY (Not in my Backyard) argument.  The locals are concerned, with some degree of validity, that a fire, explosion, or terrorist attack at the facility could not only endanger both animals and humans in the area, but also permanently ruin the viability of the entire region for decades into the future [think Chernobyl].  The government’s counter-argument is that the risk is low to non-existent based on “studies.”  Such assurances have not sold well here.
The good news for Creedmoor and the neighboring towns is that the Butner location is only one of five mainland sites under consideration.  The others are Athens, Georgia; Manhattan, Kansas; San Antonio, Texas; and Flora, Mississippi.  Yet another option under consideration is to construct an entirely new research lab on Plum Island, although many view that option at far less likely due to the financial and logistic problems of operating and maintaining a major lab facility on a remote island.  I suspect that there are extreme difficulties trying to find researchers who are willing to live on, or commute to, a remote rock in the middle of nowhere surrounded by mean seas in all directions.
Naturally with as much interest as this political hot potato is generating, there is the inevitable environmental impact study.  It was recently completed by the Department of Homeland Security and is, close your eyes, 1005 pages long.  I am predicting that it will not be a best seller.  But it will be quoted ad nauseam by opponents and supporters in all five affected communities, but will undoubtedly not be the determining factor in the decision.  What will be the key is which direction the political heavyweights lean and how much of their own political capital they are willing to invest on the issue.  

The decision on where to build is scheduled for this fall.  I suspect that it will be after the national election.  Until then, look for more signs along Route 50.
I thought you might like to know.
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