Bears 
by
Eyes Right 
Springfield, VA – Life consists of choices, both personal and national.  In fact, each of our own, American, and world histories are no more than a record of the choices made, and the results that follow.
In this current, and ongoing, Covid-19 battle we continue to face these choices on a daily basis.  I liken the situation to that of a family which has raced to the safety of a cave, because there are several bears in the vicinity.  They are now safe, reasonably comfortable, but have a limited amount of food.  Sooner or later, they have to send someone out to risk seeking food and assistance.
Americans are now in a comparable situation.  Most of us are all hunkered down in our homes and immediate communities attempting to stay sane while trying to “flatten the curve” of serious virus infections requiring hospitalization.  Less than a month ago this now-famous phrase was not part of our daily vocabulary.  Now many of us, when hearing the phrase, can picture in our minds Dr. Fauci (daily participant in the White House Coronavirus Task Force briefings in his role as Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases) moving his hand to show the shape of the flattened curve of coronavirus infections and deaths.  What Dr. Fauci and the other daily expert, Dr. Deborah Birx, have been warning us is that the virus is hyper contagious, that it can be deadly, and that we cannot expect any immediate cure in the form of a vaccine or even ameliorative medicines.  They preach that the only way to avoid an immediate number of deaths is to stay at home, practice social distancing and enact other drastic measures.  Just this week Dr. Birx warned that even if “we do everything perfectly” the U.S could suffer 100,000 to 200,000 virus-related fatalities.
What many Americans do not understand is the implication of the curve-flattening measures currently in place.  The goal is to avoid a dramatic peak in virus infections so that our medical facilities are not overwhelmed in the immediate time ahead due to the exponential rise of patients needing ventilators and/or Intensive Care Unit (ICU) beds.  What is left mostly unsaid is that, absent a vaccine, everyone who has not been infected with the virus will still be in harm’s way once they come out of the cave.  And make no mistake, sooner or later, we must come out.   Remaining indefinitely under this form of house arrest will inexorably lead to a national economic depression, the likes of which we have not seen, or endured, in nearly 100 years.  In a relatively short time frame, most American workers will have to venture forth to their jobs (if they still exist) and accept the fact that more of us will contract the virus.  This will lead to death for some, but hopefully the numbers will be “manageable” and small.  We are now essentially buying time while hoping for a miracle cure, but this policy cannot continue indefinitely without immensely worse consequences for our nation, including deaths, economic collapse, and civil chaos.
Also what is not frequently discussed is the probable impact on the lives of those of us in retirement.  Because we will remain in the high risk category due to our age (and, in many cases, underlying medical conditions) when younger workers return to employment and some form of daily life outside their homes, it will be imperative for us to continue not only social distancing, but also a relatively cloistered life style.  Attending large-scale sporting events, or even going to dinner at a restaurant, will carry significant risk.  Of course, if some of those in this category have already survived contracting the virus, they may have immunity to further exposure, but this get-out-of-jail card has not yet been verified for this disease.  Until an effective vaccine has been developed and administered, this age group must remain in a semi-quarantined lifestyle.
The bottom line is that we now find ourselves as a nation (and as a world community) in uncharted waters with potential shoals on all sides.  The bears are indeed out there.  Pick your poison.
I thought you might like to know.
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