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Union, KY – Long before Kentucky became famous as the home of thoroughbred race horses, other large mammals left an equally impressive mark on this part of the country.  Prehistoric beasts struggled for their existence here in these hills as huge sheets of ice reached into northern Kentucky during the Ice Age of that era.
The animal’s craving for salt led many into a marshy area now known as Big Bone Lick, where large deposits of salt had been created by sulfur springs.  Here the animals died, trapped by their own weight in the quagmire surrounding the springs.

Today a Kentucky state park surrounds the area.  It includes an outdoor museum with a mile-long walkway through the original swampland where the animals perished.  The problem is that most, if not all, of the bones are now elsewhere.

The fossil bones of countless mastodons and mammoths (elephant-like creatures), giant ground sloths, bison, musk ox and numerous other species have been taken away by a succession of human predators.  Indians dug the bones to use for tent poles and other functional uses.  But beginning in 1739, white explorers began taking away the bones that were lying on the ground in great numbers.

President Thomas Jefferson even had a hand in this systematic looting.  His private expedition gathered a large collection of bones which he had displayed at the White House;  he then gave most to the French for an exhibition in Paris.
In the early 1960’s researchers from the University of Nebraska conducted a major excavation of most of the remaining bones.  The result is that Kentucky is now left with a 512-acre park commemorating tons of bones which have long been moved elsewhere.  I suppose that the lesson is that nothing on Earth is permanent.

I thought you might like to know.
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