Bankrupt Brains
by
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Charleston, SC – The leaders of our nation’s colleges and universities should feel considerable shame and embarrassment.  The knowledge level, practical skills, and intellectual development of today’s college graduates continue to remain below previous levels.  In short, our universities are producing inferior products.
These observations are based upon interviews with several local managers and senior military officials who have been hiring college graduates over the years.  Each official interviewed indicated a dramatic decline over the past 15 years in the basic writing skills of new graduates.

One manager told me about a few of his new engineering graduates from “good universities” who were so poor in spelling and basic sentence structure that they were essentially functionally illiterate.  Nor were these same graduates strong engineers.  In fact, the engineering expertise of college graduates, in general, has also declined according to testimony before Congress by Admiral Rickover, the heard of the Navy’s Nuclear Propulsion Program.

Because these opinions constitute such a sweeping indictment of our educational system, I decided to speak directly to recent students to seek their opinions.  When I confronted them with the charge that they were being defrauded in their education and should be angry about this, not one student out of the 55 I interviewed (from a wide selection of universities from around the U.S.) either disagreed with my assertion or challenged my accusations. As a group, they radiated apathy.

When asked which issues, either local, domestic or foreign occupied their interests on campus, the students looked to each other for support, but collectively produced no strong feeling or responses.  I then asked each of the 55 if he (or she) could identify Joseph Conrad (the acclaimed English novelist and short story writer), only two stated that they had heard the name, and only one was able to identify Conrad as a writer.  None had read any of his works.
The responsibility for this trend toward intellectual bankruptcy must be primarily with our educators.  They are the ones who “award” the degrees.

I thought you might like to know.
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