
And The Winner Was....
by
Eyes Right 
Greenville, ME - I watched the first 2020 Presidential debate last night on my iPad here in our camp in the deep woods of Northwest Maine.  The internet signal was provided by my iPhone in a process called “tethering” in which the iPhone becomes a mobile hotspot  (or a portable Wi-Fi router).  I mention this “technical stuff” because, even after an hour researching tethering, I have no clue how it works.  Specifically, how can my iPhone, which has only cellular service, “generate” WiFi when it does not have a WiFi signal itself????
But back to the debate.  As with many Americans, I had been eagerly anticipating the debate primarily to see how the Democratic nominee, Joe Biden, would perform when asked challenging questions from the moderator, Chris Wallace.  I was not as curious about Biden’s opponent, Donald Trump, because he has routinely, almost daily, faced questioning from reporters, many of whom have been hostile.  Unfortunately what I spent 96 minutes watching was not a debate, but mostly two heavily made-up 70-year olds hurling insults at each other without providing serious answers to the questions provided by the moderator.
It has now become an American tradition for pundits to declare one of the two participants “the winner” at the conclusion of these debates.  Obviously answers vary, and almost always follow the political leanings of the observer. Rarely is there agreement, even if one candidate has totally overwhelmed the other.  In last night’s case, Democrats scream that it was no contest:  Joe Biden crushed the petulant (and evil) Donald Trump.  Republicans, of course, apparently saw an entirely different debate:  Trump annihilated the obviously senile Biden in a slam dunk.  
In my opinion, as a former college debater, neither won because it was never a debate.  Both participants engaged in the usual style of avoiding meaningful answers to the moderator’s questions (which were excellent), while rattling off prepared remarks touting their successes or denigrating their opponent’s record.  But last night went beyond this usual “answer-avoidance” mode and quickly degenerated into each loudly interrupting the other’s answers with verbal jabs, often personal insults, designed to distract or anger their opponent.  I felt that both men were equally guilty.  My overall reaction was that surely in a nation of over 300 million we must have 299 million more qualified individuals than these two clowns.
What was perplexing to me (again as a former debater) was the numerous opportunities both men had to score significant points and to possibly turn the election totally in their favor. For example, when asked by the moderator to publicly repudiate “white supremacists,” Trump should have said, “I reject every form of color-based supremacy:  white, black, green, purple.  I am the President of every American, no matter the color of their skin, no matter their religion, no matter their sexuality, no matter what.  I believe exactly what was written in our Declaration of Independence: ‘All men are created equal.’”  Biden, when asked to reject the violence in current demonstrations, and the group, Antifa, in particular, should have replied, “I oppose any group in this nation which espouses violence to achieve political goals.   This includes extremists on the right and the left, or anarchists, such as Antifa, or any other group attempting to harm people or property.”  Sadly, instead of using the moderator’s questions as a springboard to victory in the upcoming election, both Trump and Biden chose to avoid serious answers so as to not anger the small number of their supporters who hold extremist positions.
My answer as to who won the debate:  the moderator, Chris Wallace.  The losers:  the American people.
I thought you might like to know.
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