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Springfield, VA – Throughout our nation there are ominous signs which are extremely worrisome.  In several large cities, large gangs are now plundering businesses in broad daylight and carrying off valuable goods with essentially zero consequences.  Politicians and public safety officials in the affected communities have, so far, shown little effective response.  In one recent event, thugs actually romped into a Home Depot store to “procure” their needed tools of trade (crowbars, sledge hammers, etc.) as a form of low-cost shopping.
The damage goes far beyond the goods stolen from the stores.   It is possible to replace stolen Gucci bags, jewelry, other high end items, sledge hammers, and even groceries, but what cannot be easily restored is public confidence that shoppers can safely visit brick and mortar stores without finding themselves in the middle of armed robberies.   Who wants to venture into a retail outlet where you might become collateral damage?  Because the pandemic has highlighted the ease of online shopping, merchants with physical stores are being pummeled by public fear - many may go out of business.
Historically, whenever there has been a natural disaster (e.g., hurricanes. or tornadoes) closing major retail areas, authorities have taken a preemptive hard line, promising that looting will not be tolerated, and that looters will be shot by National Guardsmen.   These proclamations have been reasonably successful, although by no means a perfect deterrent. Unfortunately, it appears that the political climate in the cities most affected by this current round of gang looting precludes any such plan..  Tamer policies in reaction to the robberies have been almost laughable.  In San Francisco, for example, the authorities have decided to eliminate curbside parking in front of some stores so that the thieves cannot make an easy quick exit into waiting cars.  What this does, of course, is simply eliminate shoppers being able to easily access stores, further diminishing retail sales.  Other municipalities have “stepped up” police presence around shopping malls and high-end retail stores.  These maneuvers simply take away the low-hanging fruit for the criminals and provide incentive to shift to other targets requiring more creativity.  So long as the risk-reward calculus favors the criminal mobs, these gang attacks will continue.
It is tempting to liken these “flash mob” robberies as akin to raids of old on stage coaches in the Wild West.  It was only when the danger of getting killed yourself outweighed the financial gain of robbing a stage coach that these attacks were greatly diminished.  At the moment, there appears to be essentially no risk for the perpetrators of even being apprehended, much less arrested, tried, convicted and sent to prison.  It is alleged that many of those racing into stores to steal are actually “employees” of others higher in the criminal food chain; the actual thieves are simply hired hands being paid $100 or so to bring out as much merchandise as they can carry to cars hauling it away to a crime syndicate eager to “fence” the stolen items on eBay or other online sites.   Nonetheless, if there is increased personal danger to those doing the in-store smash and grab, there will almost certainly be a decrease in the number of job applicants for such criminal behavior.  Also, if police are able to capture some of the lower-echelon thieves, there will be an opportunity to squeeze those captured to implicate some of the crime bosses.
So….what to do?   The first step will be for authorities to make it absolutely clear that capturing and prosecuting these gangs has become a top priority.   Laws which tolerate low-level shoplifting (as in most of California) must be abolished because they lead to a sense of almost tacit acceptance of theft.  Police must be commissioned to use whatever force is necessary to apprehend these lawless thugs.
Without the rule of law, a nation loses its ability to function.   If property is allowed to be stolen without consequence, where does the lawlessness end?   As I have mentioned earlier, any criminal who enters my home will confront a pump-action shotgun.  Good luck, punk!
I thought you might like to know.
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Update:  Recently I wrote about the challenge of navigating the 4-way intersection near my home (Huntsman and Sydenstricker) in an autonomous vehicle.  One week later there was a major smash-em-up during daylight.   I remain convinced that autonomous cars will do even worse.   I might also add that the parking lots of malls and airports that I have seen this past week during pre-Christmas activities are yet another challenge for those computer-driven cars.   If you need evidence, let me invite you to the parking garage for our local Home Depot.

