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New York, NY - I have long since stopped being amazed by the sights and sounds of this city.  Today as I was walking along 33rd Street I saw a blue pickup truck with a huge (at least 15 feet high) rat in the bed.  Although the rat issue in NYC has long been legendary, double digit high rats have, as far as I known, never been reported.   As I drew closer, it was obvious that this was ratus inflatus, with an noisy electric air blower powered by portable generator sitting on the pavement providing the inflation.  Two rather tough looking fellows were standing nearby and were obviously associated with the rat. 
“So, what’s going on?” I asked to the larger, but quieter, of the two.  
Yanking his thumb toward the structure behind me, he rather calmly explained, “We’re protesting this building.  They haven’t paid the workers who did the renovation enough.  They’re rats, f_______ rats.”
“Are you guys union?”
“You bet your sweet ass we are!”
His compatriot, who had been yelling loudly to no one in particular,  was now starting to scream random profanities while handing out fliers.  I took this a cue to leave the rat and its keepers.  I do not know if this protest ended peacefully, but it was not gathering any discernible attention from the New Yorkers and tourists passing by.  It was apparently just a routine day in the Big Apple.  A few blocks away I regretted not asking where one rents or purchases a large inflatable rat.  I would love to have on in my yard at Halloween to scare smaller children.  I also missed the opportunity to learn whether or not the union owns the rat, or rents it, to use at various work sites which have displeased them.  And who makes (or rents) inflatable rats???
Five blocks further downtown, on 28th Street between 6th and 7th Avenues, two huge cranes were lifting building materials quite a vertical distance to workers constructing a very tall building.  I do not know the ultimate height of the project, but I counted 40 floors currently in various stages of completion.  What was making the construction challenging was the fact that it was taking place on a rather narrow street in a lot sandwiched between two existing buildings.  Because there was very little available space to stage the materials which were being lifted by the cranes, the logistics of constructing such a project were considerable.   There were no inflatable rats present, so I presumed that it was a union project.   It is difficult to imagine how long it took to complete the engineering studies and logistical efforts necessary to ensure that all the utilities will be available and the materials, equipment, and workers are staged to complete such a project in mid-town Manhattan.  Simply completing the numerous permits to gain approval for such construction. - particularly since it involves daily stoppage of traffic on 28th Street - must have involved a lot of time and money.  I cannot imagine how much planning - and money - is involved in successfully completing this type of construction.  It is also interesting to contemplate how long it takes for such an investment in New York City to become profitable.   
This particular section of New York is called Chelsea and is the home to numerous wholesale artificial flower shops.  I had no idea that so many could remain in business, but there were at least eight such stores in just a one-block area.  There are also several stores selling furs.  I did not see any PETA protesters harassing these stores.  One can only wonder why there were not here with inflatable rats. 
I love New York.
I thought you might like to know.
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