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Covington, KY -  I recently attended the reunion of the 1959 class of Covington Latin School, my high school.  Our school was “different” because each young man who entered was indeed a very young man, straight out of the 6th grade.  Grades 7-12 were condensed into 4 intense years. The curriculum was challenging, strenuous, and classical.  There were no choices of classes to take.  Everyone had four years of Latin, Greek, religion, mathematics, English and two years of science.  There were a few other courses mixed in, but they did not include biology, earth science, physics, economics, or any of the trendy courses now found in many current high school curricula.  It was an educationally elite school with a difficult admission test.  Only a few were admitted.
So we graduated at age 15 or 16, and everyone proceeded to college.  Fifty years later, much to our delight and surprise, all 32 of us who graduated in 1959 are still alive.  We have been very blessed, and very lucky.  The odds on this happening to a random group of 32 young men in our era are greater than 1 in 1500.
Most of us came from very modest backgrounds.  In fact, from a socio-economic perspective, the majority would be termed products of the lower middle class.  One young man’s father was a peddler, another worked as a molder in a foundry, yet another had only a single working mother, and one came from a hardscrabble farm.  From this scenario nearly one third of the graduates went on to achieve Ph.D’s or higher, 4 others completed 20 years of military service, and 4 became Catholic priests.  One rose in the business world to become the CEO of a major Fortune 500 company, and several others also achieved significant financial success.  Most would now be in the tax brackets currently seen as targets from which to confiscate money to fund various social welfare programs, such as a national health system.
This small group of individuals is impressive evidence of the efficacy of the “American Process,” – at least as it has existed for the past two centuries.  If one has access to education and has a strong work ethic, then the possibilities are literally boundless.  What is also critical to realize is that once one has achieved a level of wealth in this country, there is a strong and enduring tradition of sharing that success with others.  In the case of this group of Covington Latin graduates, there has been a significant level of philanthropy, including donations in the millions of dollars to educational institutions around the country.  Xavier University here in nearby Cincinnati has had several major buildings constructed as the result of just one of our classmate’s charitable giving.  Others in our class donate annually considerable sums to maintain the academic excellence of Covington Latin, and several other schools of learning both locally and nationally.

As I mentioned in a recent article about the new library at the University of Kentucky, that entire structure and its major book endowment (the largest in the U.S.) came from the generosity of several wealthy donors who voluntarily chose to share their good fortune for future generations.  Without such donations, there would be no new library today.
If we as a nation choose tax policies to penalize success making the accumulation of wealth difficult, if not impossible, then we will rob ourselves of future gifts to fund charitable causes.  Governments are rarely good at long-term investments for the future, if only because those who stand to benefit are literally not here yet to participate in the debate for funds.  Those who are currently here make demands which elected leaders almost always acquiesce to.  There is little left to build magnificent libraries and new university buildings and to support charitable causes in general. 
So before we rush to “level the playing field” by creating a society of “everyone is equal,” we may want to consider the consequences of socialism.  If we tear down the “American Process,” what will replace it?  

I thought you might like to know.
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