Wasting Water 
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Eyes Right

Cary, NC   -  They are in the midst of a long drought here.  In fact, most of the southeastern and mid-Atlantic areas of the U.S. are drying up due to a prolonged period of minimal precipitation throughout the summer and early fall.  Reservoirs are approaching record low levels, and there is no rain in the forecast.  

In response, some communities have imposed voluntary water rationing measures, and a few have mandatory restrictions.  For the most part, however, business seems to be normal.  Last night, while driving along several parkways near here, the automatic water sprinklers were going full force on the medians and the grassy areas at the side of the highway.  Car wash businesses have long lines.  Apartment complexes and golf courses have managed to keep all of their grounds green with daily watering.  Toilets are flushed after each use, and people are taking their usual lengthy showers.  There is no sense of danger.
All of this will seem short-sighted and tragic if there is no precipitation of note in the winter months ahead.  We seem to assume that weather will behave itself and produce whatever we need year after year.  Yet, we are continually amazed when weather patterns do not respond to meet our expectations.

Hurricanes, for example, are a known factor for many regions of the world.  Yet, when a series of them take place in a short period of time producing massive damage, we react as if some malicious force has suddenly decided to punish us.  This year, the opposite has occurred.  The southeastern, and Atlantic coastal areas, rely on tropical storms to provide massive amounts of water during summer months to replenish reservoirs.  When there are no storms, we once again blame “someone” or “something” for creating an unusually damaging weather pattern.
The fact is that weather is far more random than predictable.  Ask any farmer whose livelihood depends on favorable weather.  Most have learned through years of experience that precipitation is a gift which may not always be given.   Having grown up on a farm in Kentucky, I learned to appreciate rain, and more importantly, the critical importance of conserving water at all times.  Our well ran dry one summer, and, without water, life becomes extremely tenuous. For over a month, we had to pay to have a truck bring water to us to continue even an existence level on the farm.  Our crops failed, but we survived – barely.

What is happening now here is a total lack of appreciation of the randomness of nature.  If we are indeed in the midst of an unusual weather pattern of prolonged drought, there have been no effective conservation measures in preparation.  Whereas we were able to survive as a single family due to water being trucked in to us, it will be impossible to bring in water for literally millions living in a parched region.  The resulting damage could be total economic devastation for not only the affected areas, but for the entire U.S.  If a major section of the country becomes a desert, even for a few years, there will be tremendous disruptions on a proportion unimaginable.  
It can happen.  Just think back to the 1930’s when the Midwestern states literally became a dust bowl due to prolonged drought.  There was a massive migration out of the area and the effects deepened an already deep economic depression.  It can happen.

I thought you might like to know.
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