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Tarangire National Park, Tanzania – Our safari group arrived here in the early afternoon after a two hour drive from Arusha, not far from our landing point in Tanzania at Kilimanjaro Airport.  There were 14 of us, all from the United States.  Our tour leader split us up into three Toyota Land Cruisers with a driver/guide in each.  We were hoping to see as many wild animals as possible, although we were told that the likelihood of spotting some of the these in the heat of the afternoon is not high.  It was our first day of the safari, so we would have been happy to see essentially anything remotely wild.  
We were quickly rewarded by spotting four male cheetahs about 50 yards from our “safari limos” (as the leader jokingly referred to the Land Cruisers).  When the cheetahs saw us they  slowly sauntered off into the brush.  So we drove deeper into the park on the bumpy dirt roads searching for new sightings.  Less than 15 minutes later we saw a huge herd of impala.  This group was led by one male with at least 200 females in his harem.  Our guide told us that the other males hang out in a “bachelor herd” hoping to one day be sufficiently strong to either challenge the dominant male to take over his cluster of females, or to go off on his own to try to attract some female followers.  No matter what group impala are in, they must, as essentially all the animals in this park, keep a constant lookout for lions and other predators which they correctly equate with a gruesome death.
As we drove on in Tarangire, we saw a mongoose sticking its head out of a deserted termite pile, a guinea hen, and tons of additional impalas.  Another 30 minutes passed, when suddenly, there they were:   a herd of elephants up close and personal.  These huge creatures seemed oblivious to both our vehicles and their camera-laden passengers.  Perhaps their indifference to us is because a typical African elephant spends most of each day eating.  They consume 300 kilograms (over 600 pounds!) of food each day, while drinking over 100 liters of water.  I had never seen elephants in the wild, and watching them use their trunks to expertly grab of cluster of grass, rip it free and jam it all into their mouths was very impressive.  They also eat tree branches full of leaves with the same vigorous and effective motion.  
After we took zillions of elephant photos, we moved on to a spot in the park near the Tarangire River.  Here we hit the elephant bonanza, a large group of at least 50 elephants.  Once again they were occupied with eating, but as they moved about we were rewarded with them literally walking directly in front of our vehicles.  Again, they did not seem to mind our presence, perhaps, I suppose, because no shooting of animals is allowed in any national park in Tanzania, and the animals here in this huge (1000 square miles) park see Land Cruisers on an almost daily basis, except during the rainy season.  This group of elephants was particularly interesting because there were several youngsters, including some which were still nursing from their mothers.
As we were heading for the park exit for the day, we saw a few young ostriches and several wart hogs, but still no lions or giraffes.   Our guides told us not to worry; just be ready for an early morning return to the park.
.  
Our next day in Tarangire got off to a great start with us seeing dozens of wart hog families.  These creatures roam in clusters of 2-3 females searching for food while walking about with their youngsters nearby.  Male wart hogs are solitary fellows who rarely assume any familial responsibilities.  The adults have nasty looking horns on the front and can definitely inflict damage if attacked.  
It was later in the morning that we spotted what I felt were the most magnificent looking animals in the park.  These were the giraffes.  They seemed even taller than advertised, perhaps because they were so close to the road.  The two females that we saw were feeding on trees, but a short time later we were rewarded with a really tall male.  He had darker, and more distinctive, markings and walked with an incredibly graceful gait.  Just before noon we came across more elephants, including one which was literally frolicking in a lake.  We stopped to watch him roll over several times, splash water on a nearly continuous basis, and generally have what seemed to be a great time.
From Tarangire we headed north to the Serengeti.  If Tarangire is any indication of amazing wildlife adventure, this safari promises to be great.
I thought you might like to know.
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