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Charlotte, NC- While driving here from northern Virginia down Interstates 95, 40, and 85 I was able to observe a part of Americana that we often ignore, or take for granted.  I am talking about the drivers of the tractor trailers that move so many of our goods on a daily basis.
Although I have no documentation to support this assertion, I would wager that most of the drivers I saw do not possess a college diploma.  I would be surprised if most had any college experience.  Yet they are a critical cog in the smooth functioning of our economy.  Without their skill set and work ethic, the United States would come to a halt.
When I stopped for gas at a Pilot gas station just off the interstate, I had an opportunity to see a considerable number of these truck drivers up close and personal.  Most were a combination of middle aged white and black guys, but, compared to previous years, an increasing number are Latinos.   Long distance truck driving is a demanding job, requiring a unique skill set.  Most of these fellows (I did see one female driver) are paid by the mile, and have to work long hours regardless of the weather.   But they all make a fairly decent annual salary.  Many go on to become owner/operators of their own big rigs and ultimately become successful businessmen.
Once I was back on the road, I began to think about the contrast between these truck drivers and a recent college graduate who is one of my former students.  I recently saw a post on the website LinkedIn asking me to congratulate a young woman I know on her new job.  I believe that her first job out of college was in a fitness club, but she is now a "Teddy Bear Consultant and Sales Associate."  I assume that this means that she sells teddy bears.  I also assume that our national economy would continue to do just fine if we did not sell one more teddy bear over the next year.  And, in a similar vein, if every fitness club closed, the American dream could continue unabated.
My point is that having a national goal for every American youngster to attend college is misguided and elitist.  I am not suggesting that my former student should have skipped college to try to become a long-distance truck driver.  But what I would suggest is that there are many other routes for success other than the university track and that many of those currently languishing in college with no career plan may well have done better to pick up a skill which translates to meaningful and successful employment.
If all young Americans complete a college degree, who is going to drive our trucks?  Who is going to fix our plumbing, repair our air conditioning, drive bulldozers to make our highways, work in restaurant kitchens, provide security at airports, sporting events, and federal buildings.   Who is going to serve in our military forces?  Who is going to clean our hospitals and pick up our trash?  Increasingly the answers to these questions are immigrants.  While here in Charlotte, I was hiking in a local park where a new blacktop walking path was under construction.  Of the four men working on the asphalt paving machine, three were Hispanics speaking Spanish.   I would bet that all are undocumented.  
What I am saying is that the current American dream is predicated on the ready availability of foreign labor to do all the jobs which Americans consider their children too educated (or unwilling) to do.   Many large retailers and essentially all major construction projects would have to shutdown tomorrow if this source of labor was no longer available.  So let's be very frank about closing our borders.  Without this influx of labor, we are going to have to make some major adjustments in our vision of America.
I thought that you might like to know.
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