Spring Storm 

by

Eyes Right

Topsail Beach, NC   -   The weatherman on the 11 PM news from the television station in nearby Wilmington confidently forecast tonight that there would be no rain for at least the next three days, and that the current drought would continue.  It started raining hard here 20 minutes later.
I mention this as evidence that we really are not in control of much of our lives.  Each year when we visit Topsail, I look for changes created by nature.  Even though the interval has been only one year, there are always significant differences in the beach topography.  This year the changes were dramatic.

About two months ago, a storm in the Atlantic less than 500 miles off the coast went unnoticed on most of the U.S. mainland.  Its impact was rather dramatic here.  Most of the sand on the beaches on the southern tier of the island was washed away.  The dunes protecting the homes along the beach were decimated – so much so that emergency truckloads of sand were brought in to reinforce the dunes.

When we walked to the southern-most tip of the island near New Topsail Inlet, we found where some of the sand found a new home.  The tip now extends at least 150 yards further into the inlet.  Barrier islands along the U.S. coast are notoriously transitory, but the re-shaping process which took place this spring was particularly ephemeral.  
Recent hurricanes have also altered the island’s shape.  Four major hurricanes have come ashore on Topsail in the past 15 years – two had the actual eye pass directly over the island.  The resulting damage to homes and businesses was enormous.  The island itself – a narrow stretch of land less than one half mile off the mainland – took on a new shape in many areas, but its essence remained the same:  a long sand bar that only within the past 50 years has seen humans think of as a secure place to live.  How foolish we are.
All of this planet that we live on is in a state of flux.  Often the timelines for change are far longer than the human era, as we know it, but sooner or later, the movement of the continents beneath us, the inevitable collision with a large asteroid or comet, or the explosion of volcanoes and earthquakes under us will dramatically change Earth.  Our brief moment of existence here is just that when placed in the context of the age of Earth and our universe.  Nature is patient.  One million years is only 1/5000 of Earth’s history as a planet in our solar system.  A person who has lived to the age of 100 will have seen only a blink in the cosmic scheme of events.
So it is useful to visit a location such as Topsail occasionally, if only to reflect on how insignificant we really are in the big picture.  We may fancy ourselves as important and very much in control, but, in reality, we are just as vulnerable and insignificant as the grains of sand which were washed away by the spring storm.

I thought you might like to know.

E-R

