Sky Stuff
by

Eyes Right

Somewhere over the Atlantic – I feel that I have to hop aboard an airplane occasionally if only to see what is being advertised in the latest issue of my new favorite magazine, Sky Mall.  For those of you who sleep from the moment the aircraft takes off until you land, let me tell you about what you are missing.  This gem is tucked in the pocket on the seat back directly in front of you.  Along with the laminated instruction sheet telling you about the emergency exits on the aircraft and the obligatory barf bag, you will typically find two magazines: ignore the one with feature articles put out by the airline, and go directly to Sky Mall.
I assure you that browsing through Sky Mall has far greater entertainment value than any movie being offered during the flight, it is free to read, and you can take it with you for later reading fun.  My favorites in Sky Mall are the numerous ads for pet accessories.  On page 31 you can find the “Canine Genealogy Kit.”  Once you purchase this product (for only $59.95), you will be able to analyze your dog’s DNA and then “identify the breeds in its ancestry.”  The owner simply (?!!) rubs a cotton swab inside the dog’s cheek and sends this off to a lab in the provided envelope where a DNA test will attempt to identify which breed your puppy really is.  You then receive the results in return mail with “a detailed explanation of each breed’s dominant characteristics that have likely been passed on to your dog.” [I am not certain if this is admissible in court in doggie palimony cases.]
Perhaps your dog has bathroom issues, that is, he/she/it does not like to go outside to do the daily duties.  No problem, Sky Mall to the rescue.  On page 35, you can find the “Indoor Dog Restroom.”  The copy reads, “This ingenious system uses a mat made of antimicrobial porous artificial turf that gives off an organic scent to attract dogs, so they can be taught quickly that it is an acceptable spot for relieving themselves.”  The cost is only $99.95, but, of course, the discerning pet owner will also buy the Replacement Mat (for use when the primary mat is being cleaned) for only $49.95 more.  It is not clear who gets to do the cleaning, or how often.
If your dog is old or arthritic, Sky Mall has a solution which will allow your pet to reach your sofa or bed by using a foldable staircase with steps (or a ramp) lined with 3/8 in non-slip carpet “that is soft on paws yet allows confident footing.”  It promises to support at least a 130 lb. dog, and all for only $199.95!
Several products are offered to combat dogs with an annoying, and constant, barking problem.  On page 49 you can find, for example, the Deluxe Bark Free Pro, which automatically turns on when a dog barks and off when the dog stops yelping.  It sends out ultrasonic tones (promised not to be heard by humans) to drive the puppy crazy, and with 4 speakers and a 50-ft extension cord to extend its built-in 60 ft range, you can handle pesky dogs at quite a distance.  This gadget will set you back $119.95.  
There are even some sale items for dog owners.  The Dog Trainer Device (page 51) will “quickly train your puppy or adult dog to use a designated area of your yard to relieve itself.  The “Trainer Device” is apparently a wooden block, which promises to “draw your pet like a magnet with its special scent that is irresistible to both male and female dogs.”   This baby is on sale, marked down from $39.95 to only $29.95.  I suspect that this may have been the result of a previous customer accidentally rubbing the block against their own leg, which then proved absolutely irresistible to every dog in the neighborhood.

Another sale item is the “Pet Doorbell Set,” which is a button placed near the door for your dog to push to sound a bell to notify you that he/she/it wants to go outside. This one has been reduced from $69.95 to $49.95.  There is not, apparently, an associated dog IQ test device to see if your pet is sufficiently wise to figure out how to use the doorbell.

Obviously, I am just scratching the surface of the wonderful treats for sale in Sky Mall.  We have not even discussed the numerous electronic devices which you can purchase to allow you to spy on loved (or formerly loved) ones.  But wait, you do not have to fly to be entertained by these wonderful ads.  You can now go online at www.SkyMall.com .  I highly recommend this for your next rainy day!  

I thought you might like to know.
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