Sinister Signage 

by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA   -  We recently completed Election Week here in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The results were not particularly surprising and could be interpreted in almost any manner by “spin doctors” and political junkies whose role in life seems to be to explain to us voters the deep meanings of all of this.
What does not need explanation is the very visible trend of increased signage on the medians and sides of every major thoroughfare.  Months before the first votes were cast, signs began to appear. In the past, most of the signs were cardboard and were stapled to wooden stakes driven into the ground.  The vast majority of this year’s versions were plastic contraptions which slipped over an inverted metal U much like a pillow cover.  Apparently, in addition to cost, the advantage is rain-resistance.  Wind, however, is a more difficult challenge, and after several storms, most of the signs were horizontal.   The same characters who placed the signs then had to come around periodically to straighten them while trying to covertly remove opponent’s signage.
As Election Day approached, essentially every available median had at least 100 political signs.   Some candidates had 20-30 signs on every median.  The result was that no one could secure an advantage, as it all became the visual equivalent of background noise.  Even the omnipresent realtor signs were overwhelmed.  It was all politics, all the time.  Once the election was over, many of the signs remain in place.  Often the plastic covers blow away, leaving the black metal holders to fall to the ground forming a genuine hazard for mowing operations this coming summer.
Another disturbing trend was the appearance of  “McSignage.”  Just as we have been seeing mega-homes being built on lots among very modest homes [after a speculator buys up the older, modest home, tears it down, and builds a mansion on the small lot], we saw this year for the first time the mega-sign for politicians running for office.  These huge signs were placed in the medians of very heavily traveled parkways to maximize return for investment.  Think of a very large screen TV and you can form an image of the size of these babies.  Of course, they block the view of oncoming traffic; of course, they are probably illegal; and, of course, no one is willing to do anything about it because these are powerful people whose names are on the signs.
The cost of all this signage is staggering.  On at least two of our local races for a state senate seat, well over one million dollars was spent on the campaigns.  This is for a position which is essentially a part-time job serving about two months a year in our state legislature.  In addition to the overwhelming signage, we received at least two political mailers each day during the last weeks of the campaign.  Most of these carried a negative message telling us why the opponent was a bad person who would lead us to damnation. There were also frequent television ads for the candidates – actually none were “for” a person, as they were all extremely negative attack ads blasting an opponent.

I cannot imagine what we will face during the national elections this coming year, at least in competitive states.  Get ready for an unbelievable spending splurge on both sides of the political spectrum.   Democracy, apparently, is no longer for those with shallow pockets.
I thought you might like to know.
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