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Zion National Park, UT– How often do you have an opportunity to accidentally insert yourself into an important event in other's lives?  This happened to me here in Zion.
I was in the midst of one of what now seems to be one of my periodic visits to this magnificent park.  I have written earlier about my adventures of hiking one of the more challenging, and special, trails here, Angels Landing.  It is a rock formation rising majestically from the floor of the canyon.  Those braving the climb to its summit are rewarded with a spectacular 360 degree view of much of the narrow valley below.  But on this day I had postponed the hike to Angels in favor of the considerably easier, but comparably pleasant, choice, the Riverside Walk trail.
To reach any of the trail heads in Zion, you must ride one of the frequent shuttle busses which take you on an 80-minute round trip from the park Visitor Center to various stops at trail heads and attractions in the canyon.  Riverside Walk is an excellent choice for first time visitors because to get there you can observe all the other possibilities at earlier stops on the shuttle.   The Riverside Walk trailhead begins at a rock formation known as Temple of Sinawava, at Stop 9, the furthest point in the park from the entrance. 
This hike is actually more of a leisurely walk along the Virgin River which enters the park here from the east through a narrow canyon.  It is a paved, gradually rising trail and is usually crowded.  For most visitors to Zion who are not avid hikers, this is a natural choice.  There is considerable signage and exhibits as you walk the slight 1.1 mile upgrade to its end.  Beyond this point, another trail begins, The Narrows, perhaps the most dangerous and challenging hike in the canyon.  To tackle The Narrows, hikers must enter the Virgin River here and, for the next 8 hours, wade and sometimes swim, to progress upstream through a very narrow canyon.  The water is always cold and usually rushing rapidly against you.  However, The Narrows rewards those brave souls who tackle it with spectacular soaring walls, sandstone grottos, and hanging gardens.  This was one of the several days during which entry into the Narrows is prohibited due to the danger of flash floods.  Several hikers died here last year in such a flood.  I do not do The Narrows.
My walk this day was relaxing and enjoyable.  Almost everyone says hello to each person or group whom you meet on the walk, including the wealth of foreign visitors who seem to choose the Riverside Walk over the more challenging hikes.  There are countless photo opportunities along the trail.  Whenever I see a couple or a family taking photos of each other, I always ask if they would like me to take one of all of them together.  Most say yes.  I was about half way to the shuttle when I saw a 30-something couple taking each other's photos with their cell phones.  When I made my usual offer to assist, they happily agreed.   The young man handed me his iPhone and as I was about to take their photo together with this great view of the canyon behind them, the man suddenly got down on his knee while looking up at the woman.  Another woman passing by yelled, "Oh my God, he has a ring!"  Sure enough, I was now the official photographer of this fellow proposing marriage to his girlfriend!  She put both hands to her face in shock and seemed totally surprised.  I continued to take photos, both with his phone and mine as they kissed.  Once she got over the shock, she said "Yes!!!" and more hugging and kissing ensued.   We traded names, e-mail addresses and phone numbers.  Later that night I e-mailed both of them with my congratulations along with all of the photos I had taken.
The couple was headed up the Riverside Walk and I was headed down to the shuttle, so we bade each other farewell.  I doubt that we will see each other again, but I suspect that I will somehow be a part of the fabric of their lives.  I know that they will be one of my very happy memories of Zion.
I thought you might like to know.
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