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Tsavo National Park, Kenya – We had been inside this huge park less than two hours, but already we were covered by a fine red dust.  There were six of us in a Japanese mini-bus, and we were on our first safari!

No longer is safari synonymous with “white hunters” and the slaughter of African wild game as trophies.  Tourists now photograph animals in the bush, rather than shooting them.  Over 28,000 kilometers of wild, uninhabited land has been established here by the government here in the interior of Kenya as the Tsavo National Park.  This entire area has been set aside for the protection of wildlife, animals, reptiles, birds and vegetation, as well as objects of geological interest.  No humans are allowed to live the park except the game wardens and the rangers.  During our day in the park we saw thousands of animals, but no other people except our tourist types.

Tsavo has become an important stronghold for the African elephant.  By the latest official count, over 18,000 of these magnificent creatures were estimated to live here in the park.  There is also the largest rhino population in the world in Tsavo.  The numbers change considerably depending on the weather.  Prolonged droughts, such as took place in 1961, provide nature’s way of population control for the resident animals.  Although the Warden has established a few artificial water supplies throughout the park, the results have not been necessarily beneficial.  In these areas of permanent water supply, the animals stay for lengthy periods of time and completely denude the region of vegetation, whereas drought forces the animals away from the natural water holes leaving the areas they ravished to be renewed naturally.  (There might be some lessons here for people living in Southern California and Arizona!)
I certainly enjoyed our day in Tsavo National Park.  It was truly a thrill to view animals on their own turf.  Our local driver was an excellent spotter, and he was obviously very proud of the rich heritage of his country.  He despised poachers who still threaten many of the 60 different types of animals in Tsavo.  In fact, the tone of his voice when he spoke of poachers was not unlike that of a New York City cabbie talking about muggers on his streets.  Some humans seem to have considerable difficulty restraining themselves from preying on innocents no matter the locale or the species.

I thought you might like to know.
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