Reality Rally 

by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA   -  I attended a rally for McCain for President today here.  It was held in one of the parking lots of Interstate Van Lines, which is owned by a local family.  The gates opened at 9 AM, and security was heavy.  Everyone passed through metal detectors, and all bags were searched – much the same routine as boarding an airline.  There were two visible Secret Service sharpshooters stationed on the roof of the moving company, and I suspect that there were several other agents within the crowd.  Media coverage was extensive – TV cameras were everywhere, and photographers roamed the crowd.
The atmosphere was jovial and everyone seemed to be in high spirits.  There were vendors selling political wares outside security, and most were doing brisk business.  Pink Sarah Palin tee-shirts stating “Team Sarah” cost $20, with, if the vendors could be believed, most of the proceeds going to breast cancer charities.  Other items were less costly, perhaps reflecting the fact that there were only three days until election.  Navy blue tee-shirts, emblazoned in red with “McCain Palin” were only $5 each.  Buttons and bumper stickers were only a dollar.  Inside security McCain volunteers were handing out free McCain stickers along with tons of political literature.

The warm-up speakers began, as advertised, at 11:00 AM, with minor local Republican candidates speaking first.  Gradually we moved up the political food chain, until Tom Davis, the incumbent, but retiring, Congressman and John Warner, the incumbent, but retiring, U.S. Senator spoke.  Davis gave a rousing, rah-rah speech, while Warner spoke in solemn tones.  The most enthusiastic speaker, and the one best received, was former Governor and U.S. Senator, George Allen.  He wisely chose to use by far the most popular entity in the area, the Washington Redskins (whom his father coached), as an analogy for the Presidential race.  Everyone in the crowd cheered lustily.
Because Senator McCain had spoken early in the morning in Newport News, Virginia, and was coming to Springfield via chartered bus, his exact arrival time was uncertain.  So, when the warm-up speakers finished and McCain’s bus was not in sight, everyone was asked to be patient.  Country music was played over the loud speakers, and most seemed happy to wait.

When McCain’s bus pulled in with a phalanx of motorcycle police escorting, the crowd went crazy with shouts, whistles, and applause.  The local dignitaries hustled back to the platform, introductions were made, and Cindy McCain, the candidate’s wife, addressed the crowd.  She was well-received, but her remarks were not sufficiently “red meat” to fire up the faithful beyond cheering and applause.  She introduced Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, who did an excellent job of igniting the emotions in the crowd before bringing on McCain.
McCain was in excellent form in his remarks of about 10 minutes.  It was his standard “stump” speech, but he delivered it with passion and fury.  Everyone in the crowd seemed to be pumped up and ready to do whatever was necessary to elect him President.  

It all ended rather quickly.  McCain and his party left for the airport via a private car escorted, of course, by Secret Service and local police.  The crowd dispersed quickly, but in high spirit.  Political yard signs and other paraphernalia were distributed on the way out.  Surprisingly, there had been no pleas at any time for contributions.  However, everyone was urged continuously to call friends and to urge them to vote for McCain on Tuesday.

I last attended a rally for a Presidential candidate in Covington, Kentucky in the fall of 1960 when John Kennedy came to town.  The contrast was striking.  I was able to stand directly in front of his podium on a wooden platform.  There was no security, no loudspeakers, and little media coverage.  In retrospect, it now seems so innocent.
I thought you might like to know.
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