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Eyes Right

Washington, DC – I have not yet seen the new Susan B. Anthony one dollar coins around here.  But it certainly appears that, once again, our not-so-clever bureaucrats have produced a big loser – at taxpayer expense, of course.

As with most Washington-based ideas, the original intention was not all bad.  Several feminist groups had complained that women were under-represented on the nation’s currency.  This gave the Treasury Department a huge problem:  the traditional paper currency dollar denominations were all pictured with men, and, the thinking went, due to the consistent flop of two dollar bills, three or four dollar bills would be obvious losers.

So, some genius at Treasury rescued the day by a plan to phase out the one dollar bill featuring George Washington with a woman, but putting her likeness on a coin instead of paper.  Their choice for a woman was Susan B. Anthony, a 19th century American feminist (and Quaker) who played a key role in the women’s suffrage movement.   About half of the Treasury Department, I am sure, was tasked to come up with some justification for the switch.  The result was the predictable media releases telling Americans how much they needed a dollar coin and why Anthony was such a logical choice to adorn it.
Months have now passed since these press releases, but I still cannot locate any Anthony coins in circulation here.  People I speak to are unanimously vehement in their dislike of the coin.  Men tell me it is bulky in their pockets.  (Didn’t Treasury even consider this problem?)  Women tell me it looks too much like a quarter in their coin pockets in their purses.  So who does that leave to like the Susan B. Anthonies – coin collectors??

It turns out that the coin is also useless on the new federally operated subway system (the Metro) which services the Washington,  DC region.  The coin-operated fare system machines will not accept the Susan B. Anthony.

But bureaucrats do not give up easily.  Talk here now is that Treasury is now planning to spend millions more of dwindling Washingtons (and Lincolns, Hamiltons, and Jacksons) to revive the Anthony dollar through yet another large national publicity campaign.
I thought you might like to know.
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