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Washington, D.C. - Public reaction across the U.S. to several publicized deaths in 1982 is indicative of the value priorities we share.  While hundreds (and probably thousands) of innocents in Lebanon were being killed weekly in the weekly during the war in the Middle East, the attention of our national media focused on an automobile accident in Monaco which took the life of one former American actress.  Nearly simultaneously, executions by Khomeini’s madmen continued in Iran; a 12-year old boy and his best friend were bombed to death in Northern Ireland, and a policeman was shot to death while on duty here in the District of Columbia.  And yet, the U.S. government c

chose to mourn publicly the death of one Grace Kelly.
Although I never met Ms. Kelly, her family or any of her immediate circle of friends, public records suggest that she was born with considerable wealth and personal beauty, was a film actress for a few years, then spent her remaining 25 years living in ostentatious opulence on the Mediterranean Riviera.  Other than indirectly providing miles of copy for movie magazines and the “people” sections of news publications, I know of no particularly socially redeeming acts on her part.  Her position as wife of the unelected government leader of Monaco should properly rank behind that of the spouses of the mayors of Las Vegas and Atlantic City.  All are gambling centers (like Monaco), but these two cities are far larger and are more important for America.  And those mayors were elected.
If the British were sufficiently foppish to send a 19-year old “recent mum” to the funeral in Monaco to represent their government while British children only a few years her junior were being blown to pieces in Belfast, there was no reason for our country be equally inane.  Yet we sent our First Lady (and her entourage) while U.S. television networks scrambled to provide live coverage of the funeral.  Millions throughout the U.S. spoke of Ms. Kelly’s death as a major event meriting national attention.

Personally I find such priorities both sad and even revolting.  Our national leaders, both in government and in the media, may speak loudly about their concerns for morality and humanity, but their actions this past year were more accurate testimony that we are fast approaching moral bankruptcy.  I suspect that the widow of the slain D.C. policeman would agree.

I thought you might like to know.
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