Pabulum and Platitudes 

by

Eyes Right

Cary, NC -  As I travel around our nation, it is readily apparent that there are certain important facts which will never be stated by a candidate in the ongoing Presidential campaign.  Both the Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates of the major parties have made several appearances here in this swing state within the past two months, but with less than three weeks remaining in the 2008 election, and with a serious national economic crisis ongoing, most of the speeches revolve around who can cut taxes the most for “the middle class.”  Here are just two speech segments which have not yet been heard, and which you will NOT hear prior to the election.
(1)
“The United States has been living far beyond its means for at least the past four decades.  Each of us shares responsibility for this orgy of spending more than we earn.  Just as with any individual family, it is impossible to continue such unsustainable activity indefinitely.   Sooner or later, no one will loan us further money.  Ultimately, we will have to pay up, or declare bankruptcy.  Because our debts are far, far beyond our ability to pay, the only viable option is national bankruptcy.  In view of the fact that most of the other nations holding American debt do not possess ability to force collection of our assets, we do have the option to essentially “stiff” the rest of the world, and to begin afresh.  Such a step will undoubtedly lead to a temporary cessation of world trade because, without trust that the nation purchasing goods and services will pay, there cannot be trade.  This means, put plainly, that there will very soon be a period during which Americans will have to become totally self-sufficient.  And that means we must do without all of the goods sporting the now ubiquitous ‘Made in __________ .’ [here insert any nation other than U.S.]  We must also find paths to immediately become energy independent.  There will no longer be a steady flow of petroleum from outside our borders.   This entire scenario will take place rapidly and with considerable disruption to the way of life to which we have become accustomed.  But we are blessed with a very large and varied country possessing considerable natural resources, both to feed ourselves, and to resume production of goods and services.  We also have a large population capable of work.  It will be an extremely difficult, and dangerous, period in the American experience, but there is no other viable option.  We must take this path now, while we still have the resources and ability to succeed.  Many other nations will fair far worse than us, but, make no mistake, most Americans will suffer considerably.  The good news is that this option does provide a light at the end of the tunnel, but there will be an extended period of darkness enroute.  If we are to survive this challenge, we must first recognize the precariousness of our situation, and take immediate steps to resolve it.  I am confident that America can survive, but it will require considerable sacrifice by all.”
(2)
“We are continually told that American workers are the best in the world.  I am not certain that this is factual.  Our productivity now flows primarily from investment in machines which allow workers to produce more while doing less.  Many of us now consider ourselves “too good” to perform manual labor.  American ditches are dug by immigrant workers.  Construction is now performed mostly by Hispanic workers who have illegally entered our country.  Many Americans prefer to receive unemployment payments rather than work in a job “beneath them.”  In the days ahead, this attitude will have to change if we are to have any hope of a successful transition from a debtor society to one which is self-sufficient.  Some Americans will have to resume doing dirty and disagreeable work at wages far less than those performing skilled jobs.  Put simply, we are no longer sufficiently wealthy as a nation to pay to have others do our “dirty work.”  If America is to regain a prominent niche in the world, we must once again roll up our sleeves and work as if our lives depend on it, because, in the current world economic climate, they do depend on it.”  

Instead of such important dialogue, politicians give us pabulum, platitudes, and the proverbial promise of a chicken in every pot.  Sooner or later, our national leaders will no longer be able to avoid the inevitable and will have to tell us the truth.  Until then, I strongly recommend that you hoard cash, gold, weapons, and ammunition.  I am afraid that you will need each of them.
I thought you might like to know.
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