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Santiago, Chile – Chileans continue to disappear.  The initial disappearances were a travesty that happened during the early years of the Pinochet regime in the mid-1970's.   Following a bloody coup on 9/11/1973 (it appears that 9/11 is a fateful day in history) in which the freely elected socialist government of President Salvador Allende was murdered (Air Force planes bombed the Presidential palace), the leader of the coup, General Augusto Pinochet, assumed power and ruled with an iron hand until 1990.   During his regime, thousands of Chileans were tortured, murdered, or "disappeared."  You may want to watch a movie called "Missing" about this tragic period in Chilean and American history.  I add American, because our government was intimately involved in supporting the coup, both before, during, and after.  This is not conjecture.  CIA and other U.S. government documents, now declassified and available on official websites, show in detail how much the U.S. wanted to have Allende's socialist government overthrown.  In addition to legitimate U.S. concerns that Chile would "fall to communism" (Allende and Fidel Castro were very good friends), many large American multi-national corporations were doing everything possible to protect their financial interests in Chile due to fear of losing all when their assets would be nationalized without compensation.
In 1990 Pinochet somewhat voluntarily stepped down, but not before restoring free market conditions throughout Chile and establishing programs which have led to the considerable prosperity enjoyed here today.  There still lingers resentment against Pinochet and his thugs, but the undeniable prosperity has healed some wounds.  Class distinctions are still present, but my impression is that the current political divisions are no more extreme than in most Western democracies today.
What I find interesting is that few Chileans seem to be aware of a greater type of "disappearing" danger now facing this nation.  Basically, Chileans are not reproducing themselves.   The low fertility rate here is not unique to Chile.  Most European countries are confronting the same problem.  As prosperity spreads, and birth control options become widespread, families (and individuals) are making decisions not to have more children.  So what to do?
When a nation cannot reproduce, the "go to" option is to bring in workers from neighboring countries.  The U.S. has been doing this for decades, both through legal, and illegal, immigration.  Chile's approach has been to import workers from neighboring Bolivia and Peru, where economic conditions are not as favorable.  These workers do the low-end jobs that many Chileans now do not want their own children to do.  Most of the mining work in the copper region in the north of the country is now being done by Bolivians.  A new source of imported workers is Haiti.  These "new" Caribbean-Chileans arrive by the planeload and are quickly assimilated into the workforce.  Unfortunately, Chileans are finding out that some imports bring problems with them. There are now gangs and drug problems, heretofore not a major issue, as they are not going to go away.  
So the Chileans find themselves in much the same demographic situation as the U.S.  Both are not giving birth to sufficient children to produce the required number of future workers.  And affluent citizens of both nations do want their children to receive a good education so that they do not have to do manual labor or accept low paying jobs.   Chileans and Americans, therefore, should not be surprised that the ethnic fabric of their nations is in flux and will never again be "the same."
So there is now an inevitable conflict between the insatiable need for cheap "foreign" labor and a strong desire by "natives" to maintain the current integrity of the nation's culture.   If a country has truly open borders, it can meet the first goal, but sacrifices the second.  Both North American and European nations are currently grappling with this same dilemma.  The objective, of course, is to achieve a balance in which this flow of labor is controlled.  The U.S. is considering a border wall; the Europeans are not sure what to do.  Neither am I.  For the moment, the Chileans are concentrated on getting the labor, no matter the social cost.
I thought you might like to know.
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