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Greenville , ME - Yesterday President Trump made the decision to withdraw U.S. troops from northern Syria.  His announcement was met with considerable criticism from essentially all Democrats and many Republicans who accused him of abandoning “our Kurdish allies” who have been instrumental in the ongoing war against ISIS.
The Democrat response was predictable, even from those who have been consistently anti-war, because they are hell-bent on removing Trump from the Presidency. They have opposed every move, every policy, and every announcement he has made in the past three years and are now mightily attempting to impeach him.  The Republicans who opposed this move, notably Senator Lindsey Graham, expressed misgivings that the withdrawal may rejuvenate ISIS and that our allies (and potential allies) may now have concerns about how reliable the U.S. is as a partner.
The President countered these criticisms by reminding everyone that he had made a campaign promise to voters that he would remove American military personnel from endless overseas wars.   He stated that he was not concerned that the Turks will now attempt to annihilate the Kurds, their longtime enemies in the region.   Others disagree and assume that Turkey will soon invade northern Syria to eliminate the Kurdish presence there which they see as a threat.
The Kurdish-Turkey enmity is centuries old and is a continuing reality of the Mideast.  The Kurds do not have their own country, and principally live in parts of three others, Turkey, Iraq and Iran.  All of these three countries have long attempted to suppress the Kurds to keep them from forming their own state carved from their lands.  It is a never-ending feature of the region and has often involved considerable bloodshed.
The problem with all U.S. involvement in the Middle East is just that, namely, these folks have been fighting each other for eons.  Attempting to pick winners has proven illusory; our efforts can best be described as a real-world variant of the game “Whack-a-mole.”  Iraq is the poster child for futile U.S. Middle East involvement.  We successfully eliminated Saddam Hussein, but after hundreds of billions of dollars, many dead and wounded Americans, that nation remains in perpetual turmoil.   Syria, Lebanon, Yemen, and most recently, Saudi Arabia.....where and when does this endless turmoil and American involvement end?
What bothers me is that none of these politicians who are critics of the President’s withdrawal from Syria have a dog in the fight, that is, none of their own family members are being sent anywhere as U.S. service members to fight these battles (and die).  In fact, essentially none of these war zealots who insist that the U.S. has an obligation to be involved in these foreign hell-holes have any of their own children or relatives in the armed services, much less in a war zone.  I also suspect that very few have any friends or neighbors with children in harm’s way in overseas wars.  And I doubt seriously that they even know anyone who is in the service.  Basically their methodology is to scream that we “must be there” while also saying “not my children.”  So long as someone else dies, all is fine.  Meanwhile they call Trump “impulsive” - or worse. 
I might also add that U.S. foreign policy has for far too long given a free pass to other nations who should have greater interest in the region, either due to geographic proximity or economic interests.  What the hell are the Europeans who are a short distance away doing?  Why are the Japanese who receive large quantities of oil from the region not involved?  Have you seen photos of any Germans, French, Italians or Japanese being returned home in body bags lately?  
Here in Maine, the entire congressional delegation reacted negatively to the President’s decision.  One Democratic congresswoman, Chellie Pingree, called the withdrawal “an impulsive decision and a reckless reversal of American foreign policy.”  I assume that Ms. Pingree will now volunteer herself or her family memto enlist to fight in Syria.....oh, don’t hold your breath.
I thought you might like to know.
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