
No, No, No!
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Eyes Right 
Greenville, ME - Several states here in the Northeast have taken, or are planning to take, measures to mandate shifts in energy to renewable, or “clean,” sources.  In August 2016, for example, the Governor of Massachusetts signed a bill, An Act Relative to Energy Diversity, to solicit proposals for 9.45 Terrawatts of clean energy to replace existing sources in the state.  
Not surprisingly, the politicians who crafted this legislation showed their ignorance about energy matters by specifying the goal in incorrect units.  A Terrawatt is one trillion watts, but watts are units of power, which is energy per unit of time, that is, in the case of electricity, how many joules of electron energy is flowing through the power lines per second.  The correct term for energy (which is used on your monthly electric bill) is Kilowatt hours.   
Notwithstanding this nomenclature glitch, entrepreneurs in Maine and Canada came up with a plan to route excess hydroelectric energy created in Quebec through new and existing transmission lines in Maine to partially meet Massachusetts’s needs for clean sources of electrical energy.  A Maine utility company, Central Maine Power (CMP), is the lead contractor attempting to make this all happen.  The carbon dioxide emissions saved by lessening electrical generation from the current carbon-based sources would be equivalent to removing 700,000 vehicles from the roads.  
To bring the electricity from Quebec through Maine will require 53 miles of new transmission lines through forests owned by CMP and an upgrade along 94 miles of existing lines to reach an expanded substation in Lewiston (a large city in central Maine).  From there the energy will be sent south to Massachusetts on the current NE grid.
CMP is promising considerable economic benefits to both Maine municipal tax bases and electrical consumers.  In addition to savings estimated to be somewhere between $14 to $44 million each year for consumers, CMP is pledging $15 million for improved broadband for communities in Western Maine where the lines pass.  The current governor of Maine is supporting the proposal, probably because it is estimated to increase state GDP by nearly $600 million a year.
However, there is a growing groundswell of opposition to the entire project.  I cannot drive more than a mile here in NW Maine without seeing a yard sign saying “No CMP Corridor!”  Opponents of the line are sensing blood, as a string of almost two dozen towns  have recently either opposed or rescinded their initial support.  There is now a “citizens’ initiative” which has taken the first formal step to place a referendum on the 2020 ballot to kill the project.   This will require over 63,000 signatures to have a chance to get the measure on the ballot.  Several bills sponsored by Democrats have already been passed in the state Legislature which would have stopped the corridor, but all were vetoed by the governor (a Democrat).  The Maine Public Utilities Commission has already completed several steps of approval for the billion dollar project, so all of these “No Way” measures may be of the too little, too late variety.  At this point, I would not bet either way.
What I find frustrating about the entire debate is the ingrained attitude of many Mainers against any large-scale project which might alter in any way the pristine wilderness of the North Maine woods.  Environmentally this project would seem to be perfect:  it is substituting the generation of electricity by carbon products with clean hydro power from existing dams.  Yes, there will be new power lines, but they will be constructed on land already being logged and owned by CMP.  As a hiker in Maine woods and elsewhere around the world, I have never been offended by walking under power lines.  They are the mechanism through which energy silently flows to give our lives the vast majority of conveniences which we now enjoy in our homes every day.   Just where and how do these opponents of the CMP corridor expect their own electricity to be produced???  I suspect that at least some of the opposition is based on parochial concerns...that is, why should we help those people in Massachusetts?  What’s in it for us?  NIMBY is alive and well, even though for most of the opponents, this project is nowhere near where they live or work.
Hopefully Maine’s elected leaders and the appropriate regulatory agencies will see this project through.  But I would not bet on it.....unless we turn the lights out for a month or so.
I thought you might like to know.
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